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Celebrating 70 years of the supporting Ranelagh 

70 years ago a group of volunteers set up a charitable association known as the Friends of Ranelagh with the aim 

of providing financial support to Ranelagh School by helping to fund major capital projects. For 70 years, thanks 

to the generosity of people like YOU, the Friends have made a huge financial impact on the school lives of 

Ranelagh’s students. With all schools facing increasing economic pressures and some of Ranelagh’s buildings 

getting very elderly, the Friends need your continuing support as much now as 70 years ago. 

 

 

I would like to thank all our amazing donors who have made these projects possible. Whilst rejoicing in the 

generosity of our donors and the support we have been able to provide to the school, it is sad to see our annual 

donations fall by  £10,000 in the last year. Whilst the Friends appreciate that not everyone is in a position to 

contribute and that economic times are increasingly hard for everyone I hope that this year people will really 

consider if they can make a small contribution to the Friends or increase the amount they already contribute. To 

make this even easier for everyone we will be introducing online donation via BT mydonate. In the coming year 

we will be celebrating 70 years since the Friends was set up to support Ranelagh. Let’s make it a really good year 

by boosting our income so that we can support even more vital projects. 

 

NEW – Online donation 

The Friends have decided to move to an online donation system for all future donations, both one-off and 

regular. This will be via BT mydonate which is a free to use service for charities. Although there is a small 

deduction for credit and debit card transactions, ultimately this will cost less than processing transactions via our 

current system. We hope that as well as reducing costs and making administration easier for the Friends – 

particularly as trustees change – that donors will also find the new system easier. We will be asking all new 

donors to use BT mydonate. Anyone wishing to amend their existing donation or make a new one-off donation 

will be asked to do so via the online system. You will still be able to make your donations under Gift Aid if 

applicable. If you would like to move over to online donation in any case, you are very welcome to do so but it 

would be helpful if could let us know of your intention to do this. We apologise for any issues you may 

experience as we transfer to this new system. 

You can donate via the link below or by searching for the Friends of Ranelagh via the ‘donate to a charity’ search 

on BT mydonate.  

https://mydonate.bt.com/charities/friendsofranelagh 
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Annual letters 

This year to save costs we will be sending a global annual letter via the school’s parent mail system rather than an 

individualised one via post. Please don’t think that this means we are any less grateful for your donations. If you 

require an individual statement for tax purposes we will be happy to supply one. 

Contact details 

The Friends of Ranelagh obtain contact details from donors when they initially make a donation. After that we 

have no way to update our records unless donors inform us of any changes. This is why we ask the school to send 

most communications globally on our behalf via their parent mail system. We do not have access to the school’s 

database because of data protection laws. Please accept our apologies if we contact you individually using the 

incorrect details.  

Flexibility in funding 

Many people think that as a church school and as an academy Ranelagh is better funded that other schools, but 

in reality this is not the case. In addition, much of the funding that the school secures is in ‘pots’ that have 

specific, designated uses. The money that the Friends is able to provide gives a degree of flexibility, enabling 

funding of projects not provided for in other ways.  

Getting in touch with the Friends of Ranelagh? 

If you would like to get in touch with the trustees, then please contact us via the school office or by emailing 

fordonations@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk. You can also contact us through the Friends of Ranelagh section 

on the school website where you will find an online enquiry form. You can find out more about the Friends by 

looking on the Charity Commission website www.charity-commission.gov.uk; our registered charity number is 

1060543. 

Can you help make up our shortfall? 

Each year we hope to be able to provide around £90,000 of funding for the benefit of Ranelagh’s students. This is 

made possible by the generosity of our donors. Sadly as contributions have fallen by 13% in the past year this is 

no longer achievable and we have a shortfall of around £10,000. Whilst appreciating that economic times are 

hard and not everyone is in a position to donate, we would ask you to consider carefully your contribution to the 

Friends. If an extra £1/month per child was donated then Ranelagh would benefit from around an additional 

£12,000 of funding. 

Would you like to become a trustee? 

As several trustees’ children are nearing the end of their time at Ranelagh we would be interested in hearing from 

anyone who might be interested in becoming a trustee. Do you perhaps have a few hours a term to spare and 

would like to consider joining us? If so, please get in touch. 

 


