
 

 

 

 
13th September 2019 
 
Dear Parent 
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of the new academic year.  I am delighted to report that the term has 
got off to an excellent start; students and staff have returned suitably refreshed following the summer 
break and those joining Ranelagh for the first time have made an excellent first impression. 
 
As new school years go, this one has been marked by quite a number of changes.  In order to 
accommodate more time for tutor-led activities in the mornings and to enable us to conduct collective 
worship in two more comfortable “sittings” on Mondays and Fridays, we have extended the time 
allocated to registration.  The revised timings for the school day are as follows: 
 
Registration/Tutor time   8.50 
Period 1   9.20 
Period 2 10.20 
Break 11.20 
Period 3 11.40 
Lunch 12.40 
Period 4   1.35 
Period 5   2.35  
 
  
You will note that students are no longer required to return to their form rooms at the end of lunch 
break.  Instead they make their way straight to Period 4 where they are registered by their teacher.  I 
am pleased to say that the period of adjustment has been both quick and efficient. 
 
Our new school caterers, Harrison Catering, have also been working hard to establish themselves here 
at Ranelagh.  They have responded very positively to the feedback received from students, staff and 
parents and I am particularly pleased that they are also addressing the priority of reducing single use 
plastics associated with their service.  Cutlery, cups and packaging are fully compostable; our next 
challenge will be to eradicate single use plastic bottles, of which there are still too many in school.   
 
On the subject of sustainability, this week our student-led action group launched their campaign to get 
staff and students to switch off lights and shut windows when leaving their classrooms.  Harriet Taylor 
(11X) addressed teaching staff at yesterday’s briefing on the subject, and issued her “Have You 
Switched Off and Shut up?” notices for display in every room. 
 
Another area in which there has been a development has been the school’s website.  Under the 
‘Academic Information’ tab, students and parents can now access a Careers section which contains a 



range of helpful information and links.  It is well worth a visit and I would encourage everyone to have 
a look. 
 
In summary, there is much to which we are looking forward this year, but before we move on, time for 
some reflection on the outcomes achieved by students who have just completed their examinations. 
 
 

EXAMINATION RESULTS  
 
Year 11 students at Ranelagh School are celebrating the success of their hard work with a 
fantastic set of GCSE examination results.  Over a third of all grades were awarded at grade 7 or 
higher; 21 students achieved grade 7 or above across the board.  Two students deserve special 
mention, Isobel Butler and Bethany Cook, as they achieved a clean sweep of grade 9s.  It is worth 
noting that this year, nationwide only 837 students who took 7 or more GCSEs secured the top 
grade in every one of their GCSEs – so to have done so in all ten subjects is a phenomenal 
achievement. 
 
This year, 85.6% of students achieved a grade 4 or better in English and Mathematics, compared 
with the national figure of 68.4% (in 2018) and an impressive 26.9% of students achieved a grade 
7 or higher in both English and Mathematics.  As a footnote to these examination results, we are 
delighted to have welcomed so many members of last year’s Year 11 back to Ranelagh to 
undertake their post-16 courses of study.  There is a great atmosphere in the sixth form and our 
new Year 12 students have made an energetic start to this exciting new phase of their education. 
 
Year 13 students at Ranelagh maintained the school’s strong academic success in the sixth form 
with another super performance in 2019.  60% of grades were awarded at A*-B (or equivalent), 
with 29% of all grades at A and A* (or equivalent).  The overall pass rate was 98%.   
 
24% of students achieved grades AAB or better.  Of that number, two students successfully 
gained places at Oxford and Cambridge: Susannah Ames (PPE, Oxford) and Alice Remmington 
(English, Cambridge).  
 
With regards to destinations, courses chosen range from Computer Science, History, Law and 
Philosophy to Aerospace Engineering, Speech and Language Therapy and Video Games Digital Art, 
again once more demonstrating the ambitious and diverse range of choices that studying in the 
Ranelagh sixth form enables students to make.   
 
For our students who have, at this point, chosen not to attend university, some have taken up 
high-level apprenticeships, whilst others have gone into employment or are undertaking 
voluntary work or travel as part of a gap-year.  
 
We are tremendously proud of all our students and their achievements.  Whatever their future 
pathways we wish them all the very best of luck in the future.   
  
 
CLUBS AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
This term we have an extensive range of enrichment activities on offer.  Please encourage your 
child to participate in this important aspect of school life. 
 

Department Activity Year Group Time Location 

Science Science Club Year 7 & 8 Monday 
12.50 – 1.20pm 

Lab 17 

Art Art Club Year 7 Thursday 
12.50 – 1.20pm 

C65 



Art Art Club Year 7 Friday 
12.50 – 1.20pm 

C64 & c65 

MFL KS3 
Languages 
Club 

Year 7, 8 & 9 Wednesday (week 2) 
12.40 -1.10pm 

S38/S36 

Revision Clinic 
(vocabulary & 
grammar 
revision) 

Year 11 Thursday (week 1) 
12.40 – 1.10pm 

S38/S36 

Revision Clinic 
(Speaking 
practice) 

Year 11 Thursday (week 2) 
12.40 – 1.10pm 

S38/S36 

A Level and 
GCSE foreign 
film club 

Year 10 - 13 Once per half-term 
Dates to be confirmed 

S38/S36 

 

A more detailed list of clubs and activities for this term is now published on our website 

https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/school-information/clubs-and-activities/ 

 
 
ROUTINE INFORMATION 
 
For those new to the school, the following information will be helpful.  However, we ask that all parents 
take a few minutes to remind themselves and their children, of information about uniform, parking etc. 
 
General correspondence to parents 
The majority of correspondence is emailed to parents.  If you are new to the school please look 
out for emails from ranelagh@scopay.com and add this address to your contacts to avoid 
messages going into your "junk" email. 
 
Student equipment – ‘Ready to Learn’ 
As part of our ‘Ready to Learn’ agenda we consider students having the correct basic equipment 
vital to making the most of each and every lesson.  We therefore wish to take this opportunity to 
remind you that all students require the following basic equipment: 

 Blue or black pen 

 Pencil 

 Pencil sharpener 

 Rubber 

 Compass 

 Protractor 

 Colourless ruler 

 Glue stick 
 

We would appreciate your support, periodically throughout the year, in helping students source, 
organise and check for themselves that they have the correct equipment. 
 
We thank you in advance for your support with this. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/school-information/clubs-and-activities/
mailto:ranelagh@scopay.com


School meals 
Our caterers, Harrison’s, are working within government guidelines on healthy eating.  Snacks such as fresh 
and dried fruit are on sale at break.  Cakes and biscuits must only be bought as part of a balanced meal. The 
cost of the school ‘meal of the day’ is £2.25. 
 
We ask you to support us in our provision by encouraging your son/daughter to eat healthily.  Please do not 
provide your children with fizzy drinks, crisps or chocolate bars as snacks as this will undermine the work 
we are doing in order to promote healthy eating.  It would also be helpful if you could talk to your children 
about any food purchases that they may make on the way to school.  
 
Appearance of pupils/school uniform 
We would be grateful if you would also support the school by checking the school uniform 
requirements (Appendix 1).  
 

 Please remember: 
- WINTER UNIFORM – Monday 7 October 
- Shirts/blouses to be tucked in 
- No jewellery, except as stated on the website 
- Long hair to be tied back off the face; no extreme hairstyles 
- Black shoes – not boots or trainers – heels below 5cms for safety reasons 
- Socks/tights as stated on the website 
- All PE equipment/clothing must have a name label or initials 
 
 
 

Mobile telephones 
Mobile telephones are not allowed in school.  In exceptional circumstances permission to bring a 
phone into school may be obtained from the Headteacher.  In such cases the mobile phone must 
be handed in at the school office for safekeeping during the day. 
 
Arrival in School  
Students are welcome on the school site from 8.15am.  For health and safety reasons, where an early 
arrival is unavoidable, (between 8-8.15am) a written request should be submitted. 
 

 Absence 
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please inform the school early on the first day 
of absence (by telephone before 9.00am) and on each subsequent day of absence.   If we have 
not received a message the school will contact you. Whilst we encourage prompt arrival to school 
please also remind your son/daughter to sign in at reception if they miss registration.   
 
Parking 
Parents are reminded that they are not permitted to drive onto the school site at the start and end of the 
school day. If there is an exceptional reason such as transporting a sick/injured child or a very large piece of 
equipment e.g. cello, a separate permit can be obtained from school reception.  Those parents dropping 
off/collecting children at the rear or front entrance to the school are also reminded of the importance of 
not obstructing driveways or access points for residents and other road users and of not waiting in their car 
with the engine running.  The school enjoys positive relationships with its neighbours, and it is important to 
preserve these. 
 
 
 
Contact details 
In order to help us to accurately maintain our records, please ensure the school is informed immediately of 
any change of address, telephone number or email address. 

The safety of all pedestrians must be our priority. 



 
 
SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 
 
PTA  
The PTA (Parent Teacher Association) Annual General Meeting will be on Monday 16th September 
2019 in the Learning Resource Centre at 6.30pm– all parents are warmly invited.  The first social 
event is the Autumn Buffet on the evening of Tuesday 8th October 2019 – further details to follow.   
 
Friends of Ranelagh 
The Friends of Ranelagh (FOR) will keep you informed of their activities over the course of the 
year through their excellent newsletters. 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
Holy Communion 
As part of Year 7 work on Christian Worship, the Religious Education department is holding a 
special Communion Service in the school hall.  The service will be on Friday 4th October and will 
begin at 2.15pm. 
 
All Year 7 pupils will take part in the planning of the service and some will contribute with prayers 
and readings.   
 
Whilst we do not expect all parents to attend, we are pleased to invite you to come to join us.  We 
hope you will understand that as space in the hall is limited, therefore we are unable to extend 
this invitation further.  The school office will be sending out a reminder shortly with a reply slip for 
you to return to help us with seating arrangements nearer the time. 
 
Open Days/Evenings 
Our Open Days/Evenings for prospective Year 7 students/parents are on Thursday 19th  
September and Monday 23rd September 2019.  Students are invited to visit the school with their 
parents during the afternoon session (2.00pm-3.15pm) when the school will be open for tours.  
The evening session (6.30pm-8.00pm) will start with a presentation about the school – including 
our Admissions policy and procedures – which are distinct from other schools in the area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Diary Dates – Autumn Term    
  

Monday 16 September PTA AGM – Library 6.30pm 

Tuesday 17 September Year 11 Geography Fieldwork to Dinton Pastures 

Year 10 parents’ information evening 6.30pm 

Thursday 19 September Open Day (2.00-3.15pm) and Evening (6.30-8.00pm) 

Monday 23 September Open Day (2.00-3.15pm) and Evening (6.30-8.00pm) 

Wednesday 25 

September 

Year 12 parents’ information evening 6.30pm 

Thursday 26 September Year 10,12 & 13 Cinema trip to Bracknell (pm) 



Saturday 28 & Sunday 29 

September 

Wilderness Expertise UK1 (Team 1) Training Weekend at Ranelagh 

Monday 1 October DofE presentation evening 5.30-7.00pm 

Wednesday 2 October Year 9 parents’ information evening 6.30pm 

Thursday 3 October Year 11 & 12 Theatre trip to Southampton (pm) 

Friday 4 October Year 7 Holy Communion – 2.15pm 

Monday 7 October Winter Uniform 

Tuesday 8 October Year 7 Oakwood visit 

Year 7 parents’ information evening/ Autumn Buffet and SHU 6.30pm 

Wednesday 9 October Year 7 Oakwood visit 

Year 12 & 13 Netball tournament 

Thursday 10 October Year 7 Oakwood visit 

Saturday 12 & Sunday 13 

October 

Wilderness Expertise UK1 (Team 2) Training Weekend at Ranelagh 

Monday 14 October Year 8 Rugby Tournament at Reading Blue Coat 

Tuesday 15 October Year 9 Geography to Kew Gardens (9U/9V/9W) 

Wednesday 16 October Year 9 Geography trip to Kew Gardens (9X/9Y/9Z) 

Chamber Concert (time to be confirmed) 

Tuesday 22 October Year 8 parents’ evening 5.00-8.00pm 

Monday 28 October to 

Friday 1 November  

Half Term 

 
 
And Finally… 
 
This terms assembly series focuses upon the Power of Prayer and Contemplation.  Last week was 
Education Sunday and all local schools featured in prayers at Holy Trinity Church.  Thank you to 
those who attended and prayed for our school community; we have a busy year ahead and your 
prayers and good wishes are much appreciated. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
B Stevens [Mrs] 
Headteacher 


