11th September 2020
Dear Parent/Carer
Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. It has been wonderful to see students and
staff working so positively together. The empty buildings and grounds are, once again, buzzing
with the sounds of learning, curiosity and happiness. I continue to be amazed by the resilience of
young people and those that work in education. All members of our community have embraced
the changes required and have worked tirelessly to establish our new normal. I am sad that I am
not able to report on all of the wonderful extra-curricular activities that would normally be
happening at this time but I am confident that, if we continue to be flexible and forward thinking,
these activities will return as soon as possible. I hope that you find the information in this
newsletter useful. I have included a mix of guidance about school routines and would like you to
pay particular attention to the COVID-19 related student absence quick reference guide for
parents (Appendix 1).

EXAMINATION RESULTS
GCSE results 2020 – Press Release 20th August 2020
The last few months, weeks, and days have brought turbulence and uncertainty but today Year
11 students of Ranelagh School are celebrating their GCSE results.
This has been an enormously anxious time for them, their families and their teachers, but they
can feel justifiably proud of the outcomes they have achieved. They may not have entered the
examination hall this summer, yet their grades reflect two years of focused effort and study.
Moreover, their fortitude in the final weeks of the last academic year has been testament to
many of the other skills they have learned outside the formal curriculum. Now, as they confirm
their options for future study, we are genuinely excited about the prospect of welcoming many of
our young people back into school.”
Our congratulations go to each and every one of our Year 11 students; we are proud of you all
and your tenacity, resilience and fortitude in these extraordinary times. As you now move on to
the next exciting steps of your educational journey we are sure that great things await you.
Whether that be in the sixth form here at Ranelagh, or elsewhere, we wish you all the very best
with your chosen pathway.
A-Level results 2020 – Press Release 13th August 2020
We are delighted that the waiting for our A-level students, their families and their teachers is
finally over. Amid the speculation and controversy, there is a danger that we lose sight of the fact
that young people have studied hard for the past two years and now need to be given the
opportunity to look forward. Having received their results our students spent the morning
sharing the news of their destinations and plans for the future.

For those applying to university, many have secured places at their first-choice institution,
reflecting their hard work, achievement and ambition. We now have young people able to plan
in earnest for courses including History and Politics and Biological Sciences at the University of
Warwick; Law, Business and Management, History, Geography, and Theology and Religion at
Exeter; Politics and Sociology at Sheffield; Engineering Design at Bristol; Real Estate at Oxford
Brookes; Neuroscience at Keele; Forensic Science at Kent; English Literature at Cambridge;
Environmental Management with Business at Southampton; Mathematics at Newcastle;
Mathematics and Sport Science, and Graphic Design, and Advertising and Marketing at
Loughborough; Computer Science at Royal Holloway; Film at Brighton; Accounting and Finance,
and Sport at Bath and Theatre Production Arts (Stage Management) at Mountview in London.
For our students who have, at this point, chosen not to attend university, some are going into
employment whilst others are embracing the opportunity of a gap-year prior to taking up further
study in 2021.
We are tremendously proud of all our Year 13 students, their determination and resilience, in a
situation that few would have thought possible as they began their sixth form studies in 2018.
Throughout that time, they have made a tremendous contribution to the wider life and work of
their school; we thank them for that and, whatever their choices post-Ranelagh, wish them good
health and happiness in the future.

DEPARTMENT NEWS

Library
Unfortunately, the library will no longer be available for students to browse books during break,
lunch or after school. However, students in year 7, 8 and 9 will have time in their library lessons to
check out and return books. Any other students or staff who wish to take out library books will
have to email Miss Oblein with a request at loblein@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk
Requests will be processed and the book(s) will be available for collection on a table outside of the
library, as soon as possible.
Students email request should include at least 3 books in order of preference to ensure that they
get something they will enjoy if their first choice is not available.
Students who currently have resources from the library must put them in the collection box outside
the library at the beginning of the day.
Resources handed in will be quarantined for at least 72 hours before being checked in and made
available. This will be a slow process so please bear with us. Thank you for your understanding.

ROUTINE INFORMATION
For those new to the school, the following information will be helpful. However, we ask that all parents
take a few minutes to remind themselves and their children, of information about uniform, parking etc.
General correspondence to parents
The majority of correspondence is emailed to parents. If you are new to the school please look
out for emails from no-reply@squidcard.com and add this address to your contacts to avoid
messages going into your "junk" email.
Student equipment – ‘Ready to Learn’
As part of our ‘Ready to Learn’ agenda we consider students having the correct basic equipment
vital to making the most of each and every lesson. We therefore wish to take this opportunity to
remind you that all students require the following basic equipment. This is especially important
and essential at this time.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Blue or black pen
Pencil
Pencil sharpener
Rubber
Compass
Protractor
Colourless ruler
Glue stick

We would appreciate your support, in helping students source, organise and check for themselves
that they have the correct equipment.
Due to the current situation with Covid-19 students will be unable to share or borrow equipment.
We thank you in advance for your support with this.
Science equipment
All students are to bring a lab coat and a pair of safety spectacles for science lessons. Students
must not share equipment/lab coats with any another student. Please ensure that lab coats are
laundered regularly.
Email update
We are in the process of changing to a new domain. If you need to contact the school for any of
the following reasons, please use the new email addresses below:
Enquiries – enquiries@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk
Attendance – attendance@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk
Finance Department – finance@bonitas.org.uk

School meals
Our caterers, Harrison Catering, are working within government guidelines on healthy eating. Snacks such
as fresh and dried fruit are on sale at break. Cakes and biscuits must only be bought as part of a balanced
meal. The cost of the school ‘meal of the day’ is £2.25.
We ask you to support us in our provision by encouraging your son/daughter to eat healthily. Please do
not provide your children with fizzy drinks, crisps or chocolate bars as snacks as this will undermine the
work we are doing in order to promote healthy eating. It would also be helpful if you could talk to your
children about any food purchases that they may make on the way to school.
Appearance of pupils/school uniform
We would be grateful if you would also support the school by checking the school uniform
requirements (Appendix 2).
Please remember:
- WINTER UNIFORM – Monday 5th October
- Shirts/blouses to be tucked in
- No jewellery, except as stated in the prospectus
- Long hair to be tied back off the face; no extreme hairstyles
- Black shoes – not boots or trainers – heels below 5cms for safety reasons
- Socks/tights as stated in prospectus
- All PE equipment/clothing should have a name label or initials
Mobile telephones
Mobile telephones are not allowed in school. In exceptional circumstances permission to bring a
phone into school may be obtained from the Headteacher. In such cases the mobile phone must
be handed in at the school office for safekeeping during the day.
Arrival in School
Students should arrive at school as close to 8:45am as possible and head to their tutor room as
soon as possible.
Absence
If your child is displaying the symptoms of COVID-19 or is unwell and unable to attend school,
please inform the school early on the first day of absence (by telephone before 9.00am) and on
each subsequent day of absence. If we have not received a message the school will contact you.
Whilst we encourage prompt arrival to school please also remind your son/daughter to sign in at
reception if they miss registration.
Parking
Students should not be dropped off on the school site. If there is an exceptional reason, please contact the
school. Those parents dropping off/collecting children at the rear or front entrance to the school are also
reminded of the importance of not obstructing driveways or access points for residents and other road
users and of not waiting in their car with the engine running. The school enjoys positive relationships with
its neighbours, and it is important to preserve these.
The safety of all pedestrians must be our priority.

Contact details
In order to help us to accurately maintain our records, please ensure the school is informed immediately of
any change of address, telephone number or email address.

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL
PTA – News and update (Appendix 3).

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Open Days/Evenings
Due to the government guidance regarding Covid-19 restrictions we will not be able to invite you
into school for our Open Evening or tours. This year we plan to share all our information via our
website from the week beginning Monday 21st September.
Year group information evenings
Once again, due to the COVID-19 restrictions, we will not be able to host our usual year group
information evenings on site. Instead each Head of Year will be putting together useful
information which will be available via our website. Further communication, including release
dates, will be sent in the coming weeks.
Ranelagh Prayer Group meetings
For the foreseeable future these will be held via Zoom (details will be confirmed via parent/staff
email):
Monday 21st September 2020 at 7.30pm
Monday 9th November 2020 at 7.30pm
Monday 11th January 2021 at 7.30pm
And Finally…
I would just like to finish by thanking all members of the Ranelagh community for all of the
support shown since the start of term. If you have any queries do please contact your child’s
tutor or Head of Year.
With very best wishes.
Yours sincerely

Mr T R S Griffith
Headteacher

COVID-19 related pupil absence
A quick reference guide for parents
What to do if…
My child has COVID-19 symptoms:
•
HIGH TEMPERATURE – this means you feel hot to touch on your
chest or back
•
A NEW CONTINUOUS COUGH – this means coughing a lot more
than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24hrs
•
A LOSS OR CHANGE TO YOUR SENSE OF SMELL OR TASTE – this
means you’ve noticed you cannot smell or taste anything.
My child tests positive for COVID-19…

My child tests negative.
My child is ill with symptoms not linked to COVID-19.
Someone in my household has COVID-19 symptoms.

Someone in my household tests positive for COVID-19.

NHS test & trace has identified my child has been in close contact of
someone with symptoms of confirmed COVID-19.
We/my child has travelled as has to self-isolate as a period of quarantine.

We have received medical advice that my child must resume shielding

My child’s bubble is closed due to a COVID-19 outbreak in school.

Action Needed
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Return to school when…

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL
Contact school to inform us.
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days.
Get a test.
INFORM SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY ABOUT TEST RESULT

…The test comes back negative.

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL
Contact school to inform us
Agree an earliest date for possible return. Minimum of 10 days.
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days.
CONTACT THE SCHOOL
Discuss when your child can come back to school (same day/next day)
FOLLOW USUAL SCHOOL ABSENCE POLICY PROCEDURE

…They feel better. They can return after 10 days
even if they have a cough or loss of taste/smell.
These symptoms can last for several weeks.

DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL
Contact school.
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days.
Household members to get tested.
INFORM SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY ABOUT TEST RESULTS
DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL
Contact school.
Self-isolate the whole household for 14 days.
Household members to get tested.
INFORM SCHOOL IMMEDIATELY ABOUT TEST RESULTS
DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL
Contact school.
Agree an earliest date for possible return, Minimum of 14 days.
Do not take unauthorised leave in term time.
Consider quarantine requirements and FCO advice when booking travel.
Returning from a destination where quarantine is needed. Agree an earliest
date for possible return. Minimum of 14 days from return date.
Self-isolate the hole household.
DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL
CONTACT SCHOOL
Shield until you are informed that restrictions are lifted and shielding is
paused again.
DO NOT COME TO SCHOOL
At home, support your child with the remote education provided by school.
Your child will need to isolate for 14 days.

…The test comes back negative.
…After 48 hrs following the last bout of
sickness/diarrhoea if this is the cause of absence.
…The test comes back negative.

…The test comes back negative.

… The child has completed 14 days of isolation.

…The quarantine period of 14 days has been
completed.

…School inform you that restrictions have been
lifted and your child can return to school.

…School will inform you when the bubble will be
reopened.

The Ranelagh School Uniform
Girls’ Winter Uniform

Boys’ Uniform

Single Breasted
Grey Suit

School Tie

White Shirt
(Short Sleeve
in the Summer)

Plain Gold / Silver
Stud Earrings

Grey ‘V’
Necked
Jumper

School Tie

Girls’ Summer Uniform

Plain Gold/Silver
Cross

Blue & White
Checked
Blouse

Blue Poplin
Blouse

Grey ‘V’
Necked
Jumper

Grey Pleated
Skirt

Grey Pleated
Skirt

Dark Grey /
Black Socks
Black Shoes

Skin Coloured Tights
or White Ankle Socks

Plain Grey Tights
or Knee Length
Socks
Black Low
Heeled Shoes

Black Low
Heeled Shoes

APPENDIX 1

Appendix 3

Dear Parents and Carers,
Hello from your PTA – a team of friendly parent volunteers who want to help out by
organising social gatherings and fundraising opportunities to help the school.
We typically hold one key event per term and other events throughout the year, and meet
just once a term to prepare for these events. Of course, social gatherings will be on hold for
the foreseeable future but we do hope to be able to hold some events during the academic
year as restrictions ease and advice permits such occasions.
The PTA also organise Second Hand Uniform (SHU) sales. Some of you have already made
use of this great service. We have a core team of helpers who come together to manage
those events during the year. If you fancy joining the team, you’d be very welcome. You can
help out as much or as little as you’re able. Email the uniform team if you’d like to get
involved.
We will have to think creatively about holding our Annual General Meeting, which usually
takes place early in the academic year. We’ll keep you posted about that and advise you of
how we intend to run it. We rely on parent helpers every year, and this is when committee
roles are filled and early plans are made for the year ahead. So do please get involved if you
can.
Although we can’t meet face to face at the moment, there are plenty of ways you can
support the PTA in the meantime through any one of the following fundraising schemes. Do
sign up for them – we’ve managed to raise thousands of pounds through these channels so
far, helping to improve the school environment for our children.

Bracknell Forest Lottery Scheme
Bracknell Forest Lottery is a weekly lottery that raises money for local good causes.
Each ticket for the lottery costs £1 per week, with 50p of every pound going towards your
chosen good cause, and you have a 1 in 50 chance to win a prize every Saturday when the
numbers are drawn, with a top prize of £25,000! That’s much better odds of winning than the
National Lottery or the Health Lottery!
We are already set to raise over £1,300 per year for our school from only 42 tickets bought in
support of Ranelagh PTA so far - imagine the real difference we could make if even half of our
parent community signed up!
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If you’re able, please do consider supporting this new school fundraising initiative whilst also
being in with a good chance to win a prize! You can find full details and sign up here:
www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta

KindLink
KindLink is our online fundraising platform for supporters to make one-off or on-going
donations online to the PTA activities. Kindlink was specially set up to help charities like us
to raise even more money for good causes and not lose out to high online processing fees.
This means that when you donate online more of this will go towards funding resources and
projects in school. Giving is easy at: kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile

easyfundraising and Amazon Smile
Please sign up to easyfundraising.org.uk - just follow the link and register stating
that Ranelagh School PTA – Berkshire is your chosen school to receive any commission
donated by the stores you shop from.
If shopping with Amazon simply sign up for their Amazon Smile scheme and they too will
make a donation every time you shop.
It costs you nothing to shop in this way and as you shop, each store donates money to the
school as a thank you for shopping with them. You can even add a helpful donation
reminder to your browser to remind you to use easyfundraising to help raise money. So far
this has raised more than £3,000 for the school.

Keep in Touch
We’ll be back in touch either via school emails or our Facebook page at ranelaghschoolpta
where we will post notices and reminders throughout the term and we add updates to the
school website PTA pages too throughout the year. Alternatively, you can email
pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk if you’d like to get in touch.
Your Ranelagh PTA

