
 

 

 

25th October 2019  
 
Dear Parents 
 
The first half of the autumn term has been the customary whirlwind of events.  We are grateful to all 
parents who have attended the series of curriculum briefings at which we have highlighted the 
importance of doing the small things really well and developing resilience and “grit”.  Students in all 
year groups have settled well so far this term, but we have been particularly pleased to see how those 
in year 7 have risen to the various challenges associated with the move to secondary school.  Not only 
are they impressing the teachers in lessons, but their enthusiasm for extra-curricular activities, 
demonstrated at the Freshers’ Fair, organised by our sixth form students on 27th September, was 
extremely encouraging. 
 
In addition to providing a snap-shot of some of our activities over the course of the past two months, 
the Newsletter is a perfect opportunity to express our thanks.  On behalf of the students I would like 
to say thank you to the PTA and to all of those who, have, over time, donated so generously to the 
toilet refurbishment campaign.  The fact-lift to the first set of boys’ toilets was completed ready for 
their official opening on 14th October.  The Chair of our PTA, Nicola Daniel, cut the ribbon and declared 
them open, watched by some of the students in year 7.  The new facilities look so much better and 
have the added benefit of being much improved ventilation!  
 
BONITAS MULIT-ACADEMY TRUST 
 
Update 
 
As the partnership between Jennett’s Park and Ranelagh School, encompassed within the Bonitas 
Trust, enters another new academic year, on behalf of the trustees I would like to share some of the 
detail of the work our two schools have been doing in recent months. 
 
If we want pupils to enjoy a really successful start to their time at secondary school, then it is 
important to do our homework by finding out what, and how, they have been learning at primary 
school.  Working alongside one another in a multi-academy trust is an excellent framework for 
developing that understanding, and this has been a key part of the collaboration between our two 
schools.  Staff at Ranelagh have had the opportunity to meet with colleagues at Jennett’s Park and to 
observe them at work in their classrooms.  This has contributed to valuable ongoing discussion about 
what we can and should be expecting of pupils once they move on to year 7.  Both schools also share 
the benefit of a professional tutor whose role is to support the development of classroom practice.  
This provides consistency of practice and expectations which is always valuable. 
 



Another area of collaboration which has been established relates to the teaching of RE.  As part of the 
RE Ambassadors programme for two years running, students in years 10 and 12 at Ranelagh have 
visited the classrooms of pupils in year 3 and year 5 in order to teach lessons on their chosen RE topic.  
Students were observed in action by Jennett’s Park class teachers, and received some excellent 
feedback.  Pupils from both schools found the experience valuable and enjoyable and I am pleased to 
say that this programme is set to continue this year. 
 
Following on from the success of this pupil focused initiative, this term sees the launch of a reading 
mentor scheme in which a team of students in the sixth form at Ranelagh volunteer to visit Jennett’s 
Park on a weekly basis in order to undertake paired reading.  The volunteers are receiving training 
from teachers at Jennett’s Park and, in addition to helping the pupils with whom they read, the 
scheme has the added benefit of developing the confidence and leadership skills of the team of 
volunteers.  Who knows, we may even be nurturing the next generation of teachers! 
 
In spite of the fact that Bonitas remains for the moment a small trust, there has been plenty of 
opportunity for the two schools to work closely together to make the most of its infrastructure.  In 
2019 Bonitas IT Services took over responsibility for maintaining and developing Jennett Park’s IT 
network.  Over the course of recent months the system has been significantly upgraded and is now fit 
to support the ambitious plans in place to develop the use of technology across the school.  Similarly, 
the Finance and HR teams of the two schools have been subject to some carefully planned 
rationalisation.  In short, we have been keen to optimise the use of the skills in both schools and to 
identify the sort of efficiencies which are part and parcel of membership of a a trust. 
 
The work of governors has been an additional area of successful collaboration.  Following a period as 
interim Headteacher  at Jennett’s Park in 2017/2018, Deputy Headteacher, Mr Williams was invited to 
join the school’s governing body.  The insight he developed whilst working alongside the senior team 
there enables him to make a genuine contribution as a governor and this year he is taking particular 
responsibility for monitoring the school’s work to support Pupil Premium provision. 
 
Finally for this update, I would like to say how much I have enjoyed working alongside Mrs Savage, 
Headteacher at Jennett’s Park.  Her knowledge and expertise of primary education has been and will 
continue to be a great asset to the trust as it grows and develops.  Furthermore, I do believe that 
through our work together it has been possible for all of us to establish a clearer vision of a child’s 
journey through school from 0 to 19. 
 
 
DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
Art 
 
Reading Crown Court Open Day Art Competition 
Reading Crown Court invited us to take part in a competition celebrating ‘People Power’ as part of 
their open day on the 21st September 2019.  The open day gave people the chance to see behind the 
scenes at a Crown Court Centre and learn more about the criminal justice system.  As a celebration of 
‘people power’, the ability of local communities, groups and individuals to evoke change,   students 
were asked to produce a piece of artwork expressing what this meant to them.  
 
All Year 12 artists entered the competition working hard over the summer to create their work on 
canvases.  The quality of artwork was commendable and we were able to contribute a number of 
challenging, thoughtful and competitive pieces of work to the Crown Court. 
 



Ranelagh School was one out of four schools that entered.  Feedback from the Court was fantastic; ‘As 
I'm sure you can imagine, it was one of the better parts of the week (given what we deal with daily...) 
to enjoy looking at the art which was incredibly impressive’.  The artwork was hung in the jury suite 
and judged by the High Sheriff of Berkshire along with two artists from the Wokingham Art 
Society.    We are delighted to announce the following results; 
 
Jennifer Mellor (12D) won 1st prize for her contribution as most aptly fitting the theme of "People 
Power' and a great example of artistic talent.  
Isobel Butler (12D) won 3rd prize. 
Amy Harris (12C) came ‘highly commended’. 

         
Jennifer Mellor                   Isobel Butler                              Amy Harris 
 
Well done to all Year 12 artists for taking on the challenge and for their contribution and their creative 
talent. 
 
Computing Science 
 
The Computer Science department was proud to organise and introduce students to EU Code Week 
#CodeWeek .  EU Code Week is a grassroots initiative which aims to bring coding and digital literacy 
to everybody in a fun and engaging way.  Learning to code helps us make sense of the rapidly 
changing world around us.  Participants had an opportunity to work on developing code and 
computational thinking skills in order to explore new ideas and innovate for the future.  Students 
challenged themselves learning Scratch, Python and even Java.  Some worked on online platforms and 
some on the IDLEs.  Other students chose to program BBC Micro:bits.  Students who regularly attend 
the Code and Cyber Club continued their work on HM’s Cyber Discovery challenges and activities 
skilling them up in Cyber Security.  They had fun, they learnt and they got ready for the future by 
challenging themselves! 
 
Maths 
 
If anyone has any unwanted Lego or K’nex, they would be greatly received for use by our STEM club 
members.  If you do, and would like to give them to the club, would you please drop off at reception.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MFL 
 
European Day of Languages 
On the 26th of September, the MFL Department hosted a series of events throughout the day to 
celebrate European Day of Languages.  The celebrations started in the morning with KS3 students 
taking part in a fiercely contested Treasure Hunt around the school, which put their language and 
general knowledge to the test.  Congratulations to Patty Mandache (8W), Natasha Tomkins (8V), 
Shannon Lewis (8W) and Mia Cornwell (8W) in Year 8 for finding and answering all 10 questions 
correctly! 
 
Year 9 students showed off their language skills in the Foreign 
Language Quiz, while Year 7 students put their creative skills into 
practice by taking part in a poster competition on the importance 
of learning a foreign language.  The entries we received were 
superb, and posters of the winners from each class will be on 
display in the MFL noticeboard throughout the autumn term. 
  
Well done to all students involved!  
 
As part of the celebrations, we had the opportunity to taste a variety European food for breakfast and 

lunch. Our thanks to the canteen staff for preparing all the delicious 
dishes. 
 
Celebrations continued on Friday, with an Italian language beginner 
lesson held at lunch, where students and staff had the opportunity to 
learn some useful Italian phrases, as well as some interesting facts 
about Italian culture! 
 
The celebrations were a great success thanks to the enthusiasm and 

passion of all students, and the MFL Department would like to thank everyone for joining us in 
celebrating foreign languages and cultural diversity. 
 
Music 
 
Chamber Concert 
Last week, the Music Department held their annual Chamber Concert in the main school hall.  The 
concert as an opportunity to introduce the new Year 7 students to performing music at Ranelagh.  
Alongside the Year 7 students, performing on the night were the Year 12 A Level Music group and a 
range of students from across the year groups. The students performed very well the quality of the 
performances from our new Year 7 students was particularly impressive; it is not an easy task 
performing solo in front of an audience, especially for the first time! 
 
The next concert from the Music Department will be the Christmas Concert on Wednesday 4th 
December. We look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Save our Steinway! 
As many of you will be aware, we were successful in our ‘Save our Steinway’ fundraising project. Due 
to the very generous donations of parents, the wider community and successful grant bids, we 
managed to hit the £10,000 milestone. Mr Coventry has been in contact with Harmony Pianos, the 
company carrying out the renovation work, to check on the progress of the piano. Apparently all is 



going well and, fingers crossed, the Steinway will be delivered and ready for its grand unveiling at the 
Christmas Concert in December. 
 
The images below, show the piano mid-renovation, the newly fitted piano ‘life-saver’ system, the re-
painted soundboard and the main shell. The next job will be putting it all back together again (we 
hope they remember where all the bits go!).  There is much excitement at the prospect of welcoming 
the piano back to Ranelagh and to give it its grand unveiling at the Christmas Concert.  

 
 

 
 
 
Musical items in Assembly  
On Friday mornings, in addition to our reflections upon our chosen theme, of the power of prayer and 
contemplation, our school assemblies this term have featured musical items from students.  Our 
thanks go to Maxi Cooper-Gigg (Y7) performing ‘Holiday in Paris’ on piano and Nicholas Godfrey (12C) 
performing ‘Alla Turca’ on the xylophone. 
 
 
 
 



PE 
 
The PE department has been exceptionally busy this term, particularly since so many students have 
been showing such great commitment to extra-curricular sport which is fantastic.  One Wednesday 
this half term the count showed that: 16 pupils attended lunchtime multi skills club, 76 girls attended 
after school netball club, 18 Year 7 boys played in a rugby match, 33 Year 7 & 8 boys attended after 
school rugby practice and 18 students participated in the cross country competition, making a grand 
total of 161 different pupils taking part in an extra-curricular sporting activity in just one day!  
 
The system of publishing team sheets on Thursdays for all of the following week’s matches seems to 
be working. (girls sign up to indicate availability from Monday - Wednesday).  Parents please 
encourage students to check each week whether they have been selected and to pass the details of 
times etc. on to you. Dates of matches can be seen on the google calendar which can be accessed via 
the school website using the drop-down menu ‘school information’ and looking at sports clubs and 
fixtures. 
 
Reminders 

 Valuables should NEVER be left in the changing rooms (they should be put in lockers or 
handed in to PE staff.) 

 No Jewellery should be worn. (Pupils who cannot remove earrings must have tape in their kit 
bag and should use it to tape over earrings before arriving at lessons/activities)  

 Year 7 girls will be playing hockey instead of netball after half term and will require studded 
boots AND trainers, long navy socks, shin pads and gum shields. 

 Shorts/skirts, shirts and mid-layers should all have clear initials on the outside AND full names 
inside so that kit can be returned/found if lost.    

 
Cross Country 
 
On Wednesday 9th October 2019, 18 students from Ranelagh went to Prospect Park to compete in the 
first round of the ESAA Cross Country Cup. The standard of racing was incredibly high throughout the 
day, with a number of national and international standard runners competing, over a difficult course. 
This in itself, highlights how well the Ranelagh students did. 
 
The day started with a really strong 
performance from the Junior Girl (Year 7 and 
8) team. Denise Spencer (8U) had an 
outstanding individual race, finishing just 
outside the medal positions in 4th. She was 
backed up by Ella Davey (8Y)(11th), Zoe 
Horsfield (8W) (23rd) and Isabelle Holley (7W) 
(24th) to complete the scoring team. Abigail 
Price (7X) and Sarah Groves (8X) completed 
the team, finishing in 32nd and 37th 
respectively.  The Junior Girl team finished 
second in the team competition qualifying for 
the next round of the competition.  The 
Second Round of the ESAA Cross Country Cup 
takes place on Saturday 9th November where 
the Junior Girls will be competing against schools from across the South West of England, hoping to 
qualify for the National Finals. 

 



Second up for the Ranelagh teams were the Junior Boys (Year 7 and 8). John Youd (7Z) had the 
performance of the day, finishing 4th on his debut for the Ranelagh Cross Country team. The 
remainder of the team was made up from Year 8 students with Theo Robinson (8U) (16th), Will Drage 
(8Y)(20th) and Thomas Hamble (8Y) (25th) completing the scoring team. Joel White (7V)(28th) and 
Nathan Hardyman (8X) (31st) completed the Ranelagh Junior Boys team. The boys were unlucky to 
miss out on qualifying for the next round of the competition finishing fourth in the team event, with 
the top three teams qualifying for the next round. 
 
This event was a great start to the Cross Country season for the Ranelagh Cross Country team with 
future events just on the horizon. 
 
Netball 
 
Netball teams have been playing well in matches in all year groups with most year groups fielding at 
least two teams.  It has been great to see so many year 7 students playing in matches already, 
including those against King’s academy and Brakenhale. Other teams have been playing schools from 
further afield with successes against Queen Anne’s, in the South East Berkshire tournament, and a 
closely contested match for the U14 team against Brighton College in the National Schools’ knock out 
competition. The highlight of the season so far has been the success of both the U14 and U19 teams 
in the county tournament which took place at Theale Green School on Saturday 5th October. 
 
The U14 side played some fantastic netball in the county tournament.  The girls worked really well as a 
team and had a great day winning all 6 of their group matches against St Mary’s 9-8, Windsor Girls 12-
0, St George’s 12-4, Queen Anne’s 12-5, Marist 10-7 and Bradfield 12-9, but missing out on 
qualification for the regional competition as a result of losing in the semi-final to the Abbey 8-14.  
Congratulations to all who took part. 
 

 
 
U14 Squad: Grace Monaghan (c)(9U), Daisy McMahon (vc)(9Y), Milly Dupuy (9Y), Florence Taylor (8Z), 
Sophie Waight (9X), Dalia Fraga (9U), Tilly Connolly (9V), Sofia Aumonier (8Z), Poppy Willson (9Y) and 
Stacie Chapman (9V). 

 
The U19 team also won all of their group matches to reach the semi-finals in which they met 
Wellington College.  They were so focused and determined in the first half and were ahead 7-0 at half 



time and won 14-4.  The final against Bradfield College was much closer, going goal for goal but was 
eventually won with a shot from Jemma Nightingale (13A) in the last second of the match.  This means 
that this squad will go on to the regional tournament in January for the third year in succession.  
Congratulations and good luck in the next round. 

 
 
(U19 Squad: Jemma Nightingale (13A), Jasmine Nightingale (13A), Madison Aumonier (11U), Holly 
Connelly (11Y), Amelia Binding (10V), Izzy Pennycooke (12E), Rabekah Patterson (13B) and Darcy 
Young (13D). 

 
Rugby 
 
This year’s rugby has already built on last year’s great performances and spectacular results.  We have 
fielded squads of 20 for each of our teams from year 7 -10 for every game.  There are  large numbers 
at training with at least 30 boys at each session.  
Boys in  year 7 have had some tough games to 
start, but are certainly showing promise and are 
ones to watch for the future. The year 8 players 
have now started to become more effiecent 
around the rugby pitch, whilst those in year 9 are 
getting stronger and stronger, with the stand-out 
performance in the second round of the 
Berkshire cup, meaning they are now in the 
quarter finals. Student in year 10 are also setting 
the bar high by making the quarter finals also and 
earning their place in the second round of a 
National bowl. 
 



In year 9 and 10 the department held its first girls rugby training session, on Tuesday 22nd October, the 
idea being to arrange some fixtures next half term. 

 
DofE Ambassador 
Craig Barter (13D) is the new DofE Ambassador for Ranelagh School.  In his new role he will be 
mentoring younger DofE students.  Craig has already received excellent feedback having attended 
with 18 other students from across the South East in September. 
 

PE CLUBS & PRACTICES AUTUMN TERM 2019 

Day Break 
Time 

Lunchtime (12.50- 1.20pm) 
 

After School (3.45-4.45pm) 
 

  

MON 
BBall 

Shooting 
Badminton - Sports Hall JSM (GCSE 

priority) 
Fitness Room SJN* (*From Yr 10 – 

Induction required) 
GCSE Support – C67 HSB  

Cross Country/Circuits Club  - All 
years GPC/FM/SCC  

Year 9-11 Netball – Sports Hall JRN 
Rugby Y9/10 SJN/JSM 

 
 

 

JSM/HSB 

TUES 
BBall 

Shooting 
SCC 

Year 8/9 Netball (Group 1 Week 1, 
Group 2 Week 2)- Sports Hall JRN 

 

 
 

WEDS 
BBall 

Shooting 
JRN 

Multi-Skills Club – Sports Hall PPG 
(Invitation only)  

Fitness Room SCC* (*From Yr 10 – 
Induction required)  

Year 7 Netball PPG 
Rugby – Y7/8 SCC  

 
 

THURS 

BBall 
Shooting 

PPG 

Dance – Gym HSB 
Year 7 Netball – Sports Hall PPG 

 

Year 8 Netball (5/12, 12/12)- 
Sports Hall HSB 

Dance – Gym EMJ/PGE 
(Regular attendance required) 

FRI 
 
 

BBall 
Shooting 

SJN 

Handball – Sports Hall SJN/SCC 
Fitness Room JRN* (*From Y10 – 

Induction required) 
Gymnastics – Gym JLB 

 

Year 8 Netball (8/11, 15/11, 22/11, 
29/11)- Sports Hall  JRN or HSB 
GCSE/A Level PE catch up when 

required JRN or HSB 

 
 
 
 
 



 
STUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOL 
 
Irish Dancing - Megan Green (10Y)  
Over the past year Megan has continued to achieve regular podium 
finishes, however, on Saturday 19th October 2019, at the Ceim Oir Open 
Feis she won the U15 Preliminary Championship.  This is a huge 
achievement in a very strong field at a very popular London Dance 
School Feis.  What made Megan’s win even more spectacular was that 
it was such a solid win with all 6 judges placing her top 3 in every 
element of the competition.  Her cumulative score  gave her a 
comfortable winning margin. 
 
This weekend she will be travelling to Torquay for the Great Britain Irish 
Dance Championships where, as part of the U15 Figure Team, she is 
hoping to help them retain their 2018 title. 
 
Well done Megan and we wish you good luck at the Dance 
Championships! 
 
CLUBS AND AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 
This term we have a range of enrichment activities on offer.  A list of these activities can be found on 
our website (click on School information – Clubs and activities).  Please encourage your child to get 
involved in some of the activities listed. 
 
 

Department Activity Year Group Time Location 

Computer 
Science 

Code & Cyber 
Club 

All years Wednesday 
12.50-13.25pm 

C67 

 English Creative 
Writing Club  

7, 8, 9  Wednesday  
11:20-11:40pm 

Library  

MFL Languages 
Club  

 8 and 9  Wednesday W2 - 
12.40-13.10pm 

 S36 

MFL GCSE Spanish 
and French 
Clinic 

Year 11  Thursday 
12.40-13.10pm 

S36 
(Spanish) 
S37 (French) 

MFL A Level 
Speaking 
Session 

Year 13 Tuesday 
12.40-13.10pm 

S36 

Maths and 
Science 

 STEM club  All years Friday  
12.50 to 1.20pm 

09 

Maths ALevel Maths  
support drop 
in 

Year 12 and 13 Monday 
12.50 to 1.20pm 

 014 

Maths Origami Year 7  Wednesday  
12.50 to 1.20pm 

 014 

 

 



 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

On Wednesday 16th October 2019, the School Council had its first meeting of the new academic year.  
Items on the agenda included: Ranelagh School Council Constitution, Election of roles, Charites 2019-
2020, Link Groups (Youth Council) and Year Group matters.  The Year Teams and Link Groups were 
represented as follows: 

School Council Representatives 

Chair Georgia Bell 

Vice Chair Indy Roper 

Secretary Samara Stay 

Year 7 Kimi O’Donoghue & Abigail Farley 

Year 8 Matilda Sarsfield-Duncan & Dylan Butcher 

Year 9  Ella Burton & Adam Bermejo  

Year 10  Pippa Parmar & Rebekah Crowe 

Year 11 Indy Roper & James Riley  

Year 12 Samara Stay & Will Doran 

Year 13 Eleri Dadd & James Castle 

Captains Hannah Vonka, Sam Harcourt, Florence Brockman, Luca 
Dondi, Rebekah Patterson 

Sports Council  

Eco schools Harriet Taylor & Jessica Clayton-Rowley 

Christian union Hannah Vonka & Rebekah Patterson 

Youth council George McBride 

Canteen link Luca Dondi 

PR Representative Matilda Sarsfield-Duncan & James Riley  

 
The designated charities students have nominated to support for 2019/20 are: 

 ABC to Read (local) 

 The Children’s Society (national) 

 Medic Assist International (international) 
 
ROUTINE INFORMATION 
 
Uniform  
All students are now wearing winter uniform.  Thank you for the support you give the school in 
encouraging your children to look smart. 
 
In particular, students are reminded that: 

- Shirts/blouses must be tucked in 
- Skirts must not be rolled up 
- No jewellery, except as stated on the website 
- Long hair must be tied back off the face; no extreme hairstyles 
- Black shoes only – no boots or trainers – heels below 5cms for safety reasons 
- Skirts to be worn with knee socks/tights 
- All PE equipment/clothing should have a name label or initials 

 



The school office continues to sell Ranelagh school tights and ties. We would also like to reiterate that 
boys are not permitted to wear skin-tight trousers.  If these have been purchased in error, it is 
possible to buy appropriate replacements at a reasonable cost from the second-hand uniform supply 
in school. 
 
Contact details 
In order to help us to accurately maintain our records, please ensure the school is informed  
immediately of any change of address, telephone number or email address. 
 
Arrival in School  
Students are welcome on the school site from 8.15am.  For health and safety reasons, where an early arrival is 
unavoidable, (between 8-8.15am) a written request should be submitted. 
 

 Absence 
If your child is unwell and unable to attend school, please inform the school early on the first day of 
absence (by telephone before 9.00am) and on each subsequent day of absence.   If we have not 
received a message the school will contact you. Whilst we encourage prompt arrival to school please 
also remind your son/daughter to sign in at reception if they miss registration.  Please refer to the 
Attendance:School Practice Reference checklist, which is on Insight. 
 
Please ensure you complete a Notification of Absence form when your child returns to school 
following illness. This can be found on the school’s parent portal. 
 
Free school meals 
Free school meals are available to children whose parents/carers are in receipt of a qualifying benefit. 
More information is available from your Local Authority at either www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/ 
freeschoolmeals or www.wokingham.gov.uk/schools/schoolmeals/, or please telephone the school 
and speak to Mrs Moir, Head of Finance & Resources. 
 
Pupil Premium 
The school receives additional funding, called the Pupil Premium, for each student in receipt of free 
school meals, for each looked-after child and children from families with parents in the Armed Forces. 
This additional funding is used to help children in this group make the best progress possible. 
 
If you would like more information, please contact Miss Starr, Assistant Headteacher. 
 
Mobile telephones 
Mobile telephones are not allowed in school.  In exceptional circumstances permission to bring a 
phone into school may be obtained from the Headteacher.  In such cases the mobile phone must be 
handed in at the school office for safekeeping during the day. 
 
Parking 
Please avoid parking on the school site at the start and end of the school day unless you have an exceptional 
reason such as transporting a sick/injured child or a very large piece of equipment e.g. cello.  Those parents 
dropping off/collecting children at the rear or front entrance to the school are also reminded of the importance 
of not obstructing driveways or access points for residents and other road users and of not waiting in their car 
with the engine running.  The school enjoys positive relationships with its neighbours, and it is important to 
preserve these. 
 
 
 

The safety of all pedestrians must be our priority. 

http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/%20freeschoolmeals
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/%20freeschoolmeals
http://www.wokingham.gov.uk/schools/schoolmeals/


 
 
Holy Communion Service Collections 
The collection from the Year 7 Holy Communion Service held on 4th October 2019 raised a total of 
£93.75.  The school has donated this money to ABC to Read, nominated by students as our local 
charity for 2019/20. 
 
School Website 
 
Students and parents new to Ranelagh are reminded that the school website is packed with useful 
information, including details of each ‘half terms’ menu choices (School Information – Catering), 
information about clubs and activities (School Information) and support for student well-being (School 
Information – Keeping Well – Staying Safe).  
 
If you have not done so already, please visit the website and familarise yourself with what it has to 
offer.  
 
SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 
 
Friends of Ranelagh – News and updates - Appendix 1 
 
PTA – News and updates– Appendix 2 
 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

EU Settlement Scheme  

Are you, or a member of your family, an EU resident? If so, you can apply now to the EU Settlement 
Scheme for free if eligible or choose to apply later depending on circumstances.  

If you are an Irish citizen or have indefinite leave to remain you do not need to apply to the EU 
Settlement Scheme. 

The deadline for applying will be 30 June 2021, or 31 December 2020 if the UK leaves the EU without a 
deal. 

You can apply using any device - for example, a laptop, Android device or iPhone. 

Full information, how and where to apply and what documentation you will need can be found at: 
www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/applying-for-settled-status 
 
 
NEWS OF FORMER STUDENTS 
 
Megan Lloyd-Jenkins (attended Ranelagh 2008-2015) not only graduated from Swansea University 
with a first in Economics, she won the award for the highest graduating result.  What a wonderful 
achievement.  We wish Megan well in her future endeavours. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/eligibility
https://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/what-settled-and-presettled-status-means
http://www.gov.uk/settled-status-eu-citizens-families/applying-for-settled-status


 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Monday 28 October – Fri 1 November Half Term 
Monday 4 November  Year 11 Mock Art Exams 

Wednesday 6 November Holy Communion – report to school for 8.15am 
Thursday 7 November Senior UK Maths Challenge 

Year 12 Safe Drive, Stay Alive, Wycombe Swan 
Theatre-  Morning 
Year 12 Revue (Hall) 7.00pm 

Friday 8 November Year 12 Revue (Hall) 7.00pm 
Non-uniform day 

Saturday 9 November  ESSA Cross Country Festival  

Monday 11 November Year 7 (U,V & W) History to Windsor Castle 
Monday 11 November Remembrance Service 

Tuesday 12 November Year 10 Geography fieldwork to Wokingham and 
Bracknell 

Wednesday 13 November Year 7  (X,Y & Z) History to Windsor Castle 
Post 16 information evening 6.00 – 8.30pm 

Friday 15th November Non-uniform day 

Saturday 16 November South Hill Park Cross Country 

Monday 18 November Year 7 – Sponsored read for good week 
Year 11 Work experience 

 Prayer Group Meeting – Library 7.30pm 

Wednesday 20 November Prize Giving (7.00 – 9.00pm) 

  Monday 25 November 
Year 12 and 13 Coulter McDowell Maths Lecture at 
Royal Holloway (5.30 – 7.30pm) 

Wednesday 27 November Year 11 parents’ evening (5.00 – 8.00pm) 
Wednesday 4 December Christmas Concert 7.00pm 

Friday 6 December Christmas Ball (7.30 – 11.30pm) 

Tuesday 10 December 
Tuesday 10 – 17 December 

Year 12 History revision conference in London 
Scholastic Book Fair 

Wednesday 11 December Christmas Parcels delivered 
School Council Meeting – 3.45pm 

Year 13 Parents Evening 5 – 8 pm 

Thursday 12 December Carol Service, Holy Trinity Church 7.00pm 

Friday 13 December Year 7 - Globe Players ‘A Christmas Carol’ am. 
Thursday 19 December End  of Autumn Term 
Friday 20 December – Friday 3 January Christmas Holidays 

Monday 6th January Start of Spring Term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



And finally,  
 
I hope you enjoy the change in routine next week and look forward to working with you all again next 
half term. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

   
Mrs B Stevens 
Headteacher  
 



Appendix 1 
 

Friends of Ranelagh   Ranelagh School   Ranelagh Drive   Bracknell   RG12 9DA 
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Dear fellow parent 
 
Now that half-term is upon us, the Friends are looking at the numbers of Year 7 parents who 
committed to donate when their child started at the school; we also need to look at the number 
that did not and understand why that was the case. 
 
As always, the reasons parents decided not to donate will vary but we very much hope one reason 
was that they were not asked!  However, if you are not currently making a donation to the Friends 
and you are able to do so, please do contact me for information on how to donate: 
robbiemcl@hotmail.com. 
 
We are looking at ways to increase the number of donors, working closely with the Head Teacher 
and the school's Senior Leadership Team, but our simple aim is to make a small but valuable 
difference to Ranelagh children's school lives through the generosity of parents.  It is not just 
donations themselves that help but the Gift Aid we can claim, which we use to support the school. 
 
Finally, if you would like to know more about the work of the Friends or wish to get involved with 
what we are doing, you can find more information on the dedicated page of the school's website: 
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/friends-of-ranelagh/.  Alternatively 
contact me on the e-mail address above. 
 
With all good wishes for a relaxing and enjoyable half-term break. 
 
 
 
Robert McLean 
Chairman 
Friends of Ranelagh 

mailto:robbiemcl@hotmail.com
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/friends-of-ranelagh/
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We hope that you have settled back into school life and have enjoyed a good first half term. 
 
We would like to thank everyone who came and supported our annual Welcome Drink and 
Nibbles that followed the Year 7 Information Evening. It was lovely to meet new families and we 
look forward to seeing you at future events.  
 
Thank you to those of you who offered to donate items for our Christmas Hampers. A list of items 
you signed up to donate can be found at https://signup.com/go/2wwyA7 and we’d be grateful if 
you could drop items off at school by Friday 15 November. 
 
Thank you to those who also signed up to serve refreshments at this year’s Parent Teacher 
Consultation evenings. A reminder that the dates are here: https://signup.com/go/LHDMceZ. We 
really appreciate your help. 
 
We had our AGM on Monday 16th September and are delighted to welcome some new members 
onto the committee. Post holders for this school year are as follows: - 
 
President  Beverly Stevens (Headteacher) 
Chairperson  Nicola Daniell 
Treasurer  Graham Bell 
Secretary  Heather Bradbury 
Social Secretaries  Helen Connolly, Liz Flanagan and Sally Kelly 
 
If you wish to get in touch then please email pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 
 
We would like to say a big thank you to Janet Downham who has stepped down from the 
Committee for her longstanding commitment to the PTA and for all those who gave their support 
last year. We really couldn’t do all we do without you. 
 
The Bryony Gordon Speaker Evening is being rescheduled to the Spring term owing to Bryony’s 
very busy schedule but rest assured she will be coming! If you have already booked tickets please 
don’t worry, we will reserve your places for the new date. If, however, you would like us to return 
your booking form and money then simply email us. 
 
Yes, it’s that time of year again - Christmas is coming and with that in mind we will be having a 
Non Uniform Day on Friday 8th November, the first Friday after half term. Children can either bring 
in £1 or a prize for one of our Christmas Fair stalls (such as chocolate, new or nearly new items, or 
a bottle of something – if alcohol then we ask if adults could drop these off rather than their 

https://signup.com/go/2wwyA7
https://signup.com/go/LHDMceZ
mailto:pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk
mailto:pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk
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children please!). We always greatly appreciate all the fabulous prizes that you donate each year 
and that is what helps make the Christmas Fair such a success and why it’s our biggest fundraising 
event of the year! Also, if anyone works for a company that is able to offer charity-matching then 
we would love to hear from you, it makes a huge difference to the funds raised for our school. 
 
More details about the Christmas Fair will come out as soon as we return from half term 
including Christmas Pudding order forms so watch this space. 

In the meantime, as you start your Christmas shopping please don’t forget to sign up 

to easyfundraising.org.uk - just follow the link and register stating that Ranelagh School PTA 

– Berkshire is your chosen school to receive any commission donated by the stores you shop 

from. If shopping with Amazon simply sign up for their Amazon Smile scheme and they too will 

make a donation every time you shop. It costs you nothing to do this and as you shop, each store 

donates money to the school as a thank you for shopping with them. You can even add a helpful 

donation reminder to your browser to remind you to use easyfundraising to help raise money. So 

far this has raised more than £2,500 for the school. 

You can keep in touch with us via our Facebook page at ranelaghschoolpta where we will post 

notices and reminders throughout the term and we add updates to the school website PTA pages 

too throughout the year. 

We hope you have a relaxing and enjoyable October half term break and don’t forget to put your 

clocks back! 

Your Ranelagh PTA 

http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ranelaghschoolpta/
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/

