
 

 

 
19th December 2019 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Welcome to our final newsletter of 2019.  When you read on you will get a sense of just what a 
full half term it has been for our staff, our students, our governors and members of the PTA.  I am 
grateful to members of our community for all that they do the ensure that Ranelagh continues to 
provide such a wealth of opportunities for young people to flourish and excel. 
 
Reflecting upon our place in the wider community, on Saturday 23rd November I was very proud 
and pleased to accompany our School Captains, Hannah Vonka, Sam Harcourt and Senior Prefect 
Rebekah Patterson as they took part in the Service of Welcome for Bishop Olivia Graham, at 
Reading Minster.  In her address, Bishop Olivia spoke of the importance to the church of engaging 
meaningfully with young people and I hope that as we go forward in these uncertain times, we 
can build upon this partnership in order to develop and strengthen the spiritual life of our school 
and community.  
 
In early December, I again found myself reflecting upon what makes Ranelagh a special place, as 
we welcomed the return to the school of David Wilson, BEM.  David is conductor of Slough 
Philharmonic Orchestra, but between 1959 and 1997 he was Director of Music at the school and 
it was he who, in 1978, accompanied former Headmaster, Richard Allen, to Steinways in London 
in order to purchase a “new” grand piano.  During the carol concert, David spoke to the audience 
about his recollection of the visit to London, 
which also featured an afternoon at Lords 
cricket ground.  It was a genuine pleasure 
to have David in attendance at our concert; 
he and his wife who also worked at the 
school, spoke with real affection about 
their time here. 
 
In addition to being reminded of the lasting 
affect the school has upon those who work 
and study here, the evening was an 
opportunity to celebrate the generosity of 
all of those who donated to the Steinway restoration fund.  We are enormously grateful to those 
who gave thereby showing a commitment to the musical life of the school. 
 
 
 
 



YEAR 11 WORK EXPERIENCE 
 
Year 11 students were given the opportunity to explore the wider working world for a week in 
November. After an astounding amount of positive feedback, we can safely call it a success! 
This year we managed to place 3 students with Cisco, 10 with Dell, 8 with Waitrose, 3 with 
Reading and Slough Magistrates Courts, 1 with Crown Court, 2 with 3M, 2 at The Hexagon 
Theatre, 2 with the Rangers, and countless at various primary schools, stables, law firms, 
hospitals, architects, salons, kitchens, florists, retailers, jewellers and theatres. 
Students have also travelled far and wide to experience working life – some going as far as 
Cardiff, Scotland, Sweden, America, Estonia and even Hong Kong! 
 

 
Over the course of their week in the world of work, students were challenged to demonstrate 
great independence, a proactive confidence and most importantly. Perseverance and reports 
show they have all risen to, we can all be very proud of them.  I hope that they will remember the 
skills they have learned and put them to use in their future endeavours. 
 
Sound Bites from Placements: 
Ella Squires (11X) -  ‘is a credit to her school’ – Bidfood. 
 
Dominic Kopik (11Y) - ‘He has been attentive, conscientious, congenial and a credit to himself, his 
family and his school.’ - Global Leadership Foundation. 
 
Nick Lane (11X) ‘I’m very impressed with his overall attitude, engagement and communication’ – 
AEC Ltd. 
 
Jasmine Young (11V) ‘is a really lovely girl, to be honest it’s hard to believe this is only her second 
day as she has fitted in so well’ - Ascot Residential Homes. 
 
London Truscott (11Z)  ‘is doing a fantastic job!’ - To Market. 
 
Amber Chessun  (11Z) ‘A whizz on the payroll’ – Rice Associates Limited. 
 
Bobby Hughes (11V) ‘He asks lots of questions which is great and we really want that with all our 
site agents’ – Berkeley Homes. 
 
Lucy Sutton (11Y) ‘What a lovely person Lucy is. Lucy was engaging and a true pleasure to be 
around.’ – John Lewis 
 
Lara Penman (11U) ‘Hardworking, willing and a natural with the cats.’ – Kings Cattery. 
 
Joshua Borges (11U) ‘He has been doing a stellar job at the primary school getting involved in 
school life and really helping the children’ – St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School. 
 

Ella Azzopardi with her team at 
TSP Projects, A Systra Company. 

Alex Hutson with the comedian Rob 
Beckett at the Hexagon Theatre. 



Emilie Woodman (11X) ‘We’d employ her tomorrow if she was available. Very impressed.’ - 
Prodec Networks Ltd. 
 
SIXTH FORM NEWS 
 
Christmas Ball 
The highly anticipated Christmas Ball was held on 
Friday 6th December, organised by the Vice Captains 
and held in the School Hall.  As ever, the decorations 
transformed the look and feel of the venue and sixth 
formers themselves were similarly transformed, 
wearing smart suits and evening dresses.  There were 
over 150 current sixth formers who were excitedly 
joined by nearly 60 of our recent alumni.  Staff and 
students could be found having fun in the photo 
booth, taking photos with the flower wall, enjoying 
the sweets, chocolate fountain, and hog roast.  The 
best tradition is when the whole sixth form dance the 
waltz and other country dances, rehearsed in 
preparation for the event – it is a truly brilliant 
display of community!  Thank you to Flo and Luca 
who organised a lovely event which ran extremely 
smoothly. 
 
Students in the Sixth Form become ‘The Business’ 
Four groups of students in Year 12 have been busy launching products in the ‘You’re The 
Business’ competition this term.  Each group has formed a concept and pitched in a ‘Dragon’s 
Den’ style event, with £300 shared between the groups.  The largest prize of £100 was awarded 
to Calvo – an innovative group producing scented candles and double-sided coasters. The groups 
designed and made stickers, sold Christmas present boxes for pets, and advertised reed diffusers.  
All of the students involved have developed their teamwork and collaboration skills as well as 
excercising their talent in marketing, sales and pitching to potential investors. Later on in the year 
the winners of the “You’re The Business” competition will be announced – so watch this space!  
 
Sixth Form student Lauren Price (12C) on becoming a reading mentor at Jennett’s Park Primary 
School 
This term five students in the Sixth Form were selected to be involved in a reading mentor 
scheme to support the development of literacy skills and love of reading with students at 
Jennett’s Park, Primary School.  We visit Jennett’s Park once a fortnight and have been supporting 
the students in their understanding of narrative, pronunciation and their ability to phrase 
sentences.  This has allowed them to further strive in their learning, develop understanding of 
contexts and discover new vocabulary that they can use in the classroom.  Reading with the 
children at Jennett’s Park has really encouraged me to become more confident and to develop 
my leadership skills, particularly when helping someone else to analyse text.  This is very 
beneficial for me, especially when it comes to organising events within our own school 
community and helping other students in younger years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DEPARTMENT NEWS 
 
 Design & Technology 
 
Ascot Rotary Young Chef of the Year 

In November, Harris Doran (10V) represented Ranelagh in the recent 
Ascot Rotary Young Chef competition. 

He worked very hard, attending every lunchtime meeting and practice 
as well as the after school sessions.  He also practised at home for his 
family, and worked independently preparing the paperwork. 

After all of his hard work in preparing for the event against very 
strong competition, he was awarded 4th place missing third place by 
just 1 point!  Harris reflected that he had thoroughly enjoyed taking 
part and would jump at the opportunity to have another go!  

English 
 
Book Tasting Event 
Miss Oblein, Mrs Saunders and Miss Maughan hosted 
Ranelagh’s first book tasting event on Friday 15th 
November.  Students from Year 7 and 8 Book Clubs, as 
well as Creative Writing Club students, were treated to 
a candlelit (LED of course) sampling of new library 
books.  Each student was dished up three delicious 
courses of new books from a range of different genres 
including sport, fantasy, graphic novels and non-fiction. 
Each course allowed students to spend about 5 
minutes ‘tasting’ a new book as well as enjoying some 
real edible snacks. 

 
When asked what 
they enjoyed about 
the event, students 
said: 
‘I think this was great! (Not just because of the food)’ – Lienkie 
du Plessis 7U 
‘I liked being introduced to new books and they were 
interesting.’ Abenaa Offeh 8Y 
‘My favourite books was ‘Jon for Short.’’ Joel Gabb 7U 

‘I liked the last book ‘Grave Matter’ and I would like to read it some time.’ Zeenia 8U 
We hope to replicate this fun event in the future! 
 
Read for Good – Year 7 

Congratulations to all of our avid readers who raised money for this very worthy cause. The total 
sum raised for the Read for Good sponsorship event this year (combined with the online 
payments already received), amount to: £1916.30. 

 
 



New Library Assistants  
After receiving an overwhelming twenty-four enthusiastic applications in response to this term’s 
Library Assistant recruitment campaign,  Miss Oblein struggled to whittle the list down to the final 
eight. All applicants should be very proud of putting themselves “out there” in order to help their 
school. 
 
Congratulations to the eight newly appointed Library Assistants: Maya Cirio 7V, Abigail Farley 7Y, 
Nancy Harris 8W, Patti Mandache 8W, Shannon Lewis 8W, Matilda Sarsfield 8Y, Georgina 
Osborne 9V and Rebekah Crowe 10V.  The team will be joining long-standing 6th form volunteer 
Alice Hopkins (12A). 
 
These eager new assistants will be in charge of maintaining a tidy library as well as using their 
creativity to produce dazzling displays and ways of promoting reading throughout the school.  
 
Music  
 
Christmas Concert 
The Christmas season in the Music Department started with our annual Christmas Concert in the 
main school hall on Wednesday 4th December.  This was a delightful evening during which we 
welcomed back an old friend, the Steinway grand piano, to Ranelagh after its successful 
renovation of the past few months.  The piano was centre stage and used throughout the evening 
by staff and students, regaining its pivotal role in musical performances at Ranelagh.  Students 
from all year groups performed a variety of pieces in various ensembles.  The Soul Band opened 
the show with an upbeat performance of ‘Dancing in the Street’ which set the tone for the rest of 
the evening.  We were treated to a rousing arrangement of ‘Sussex Carol’ by the Senior Choir and 
a powerful medley of music from ‘Les Miserables’ ably performed by the Orchestra.  Soloists this 
year included current ‘Ranelagh Musician of the Year’ Louis Hayes (12E), performing his own 
arrangement of ‘Midnight Clear’ and Year 11 student Eleanor Woolston (11W) performing a 
magnificent version of ‘I Dreamed a Dream’.  We also saw stellar performances by Miss 
Cumiskey’s Woodwind Ensemble and the Junior Choir performed a fun arrangement of ‘Jacob 
and Sons/Joseph’s Coat’.  Of course, we cannot forget the Staff Choir’s rousing performance of 
‘Take on Me’.  Thank you to all staff and students who performed and for everybody who 
attended in the audience. 
 
Carol Service 
Ranelagh’s annual Carol Service at Holy Trinity Church is always a highlight of the school calendar. 
This year was no different as a very full church witnessed an evening of readings, carols and choir 
items, ably led by the Senior Choir.  We were treated to a lovely arrangement of ‘Angels from the 
realms of glory’ by the Chamber Choir and a beautifully sung solo, ‘The Angel Gabriel’, by Isabella 
Myers (11Y).  Dr Tennant accompanied throughout the evening on organ, and for this, I give my 
warmest thanks.  
 
PE and Sport 
 
Netball has continued this half term for all year groups with good attendance at practices and 
some good results in matches.  It has been great to see so many year 7 and 8 students at training 
and the house competition recently, which was a great event.  Year 10, 8 and 7 teams have 
competed in the South East Berkshire tournaments this half term and although none of the teams 
challenged for trophies this time they competed well, and it was great to be able to field several 
teams in the Key stage 3 age groups.  Matches will continue in to the spring term and we 
particularly wish the U19 squad the best of luck in the regional tournament towards the end of 
January.  
 



Students in the Year 12 and 13 A level classes went on an exciting trip to Bath University where 
they carried out various fitness tests, had a tour of the state of the art sports facilities, attended a 
lecture and saw some of our British elite athletes, coaches and support staff at work. 

 
 

In cross-country our junior girls’ team who had qualified for 
the regional team event finished a creditable 8th out of 12 
teams.   
 
In November we had another great achievement, the 
combined year 7, 8 & 9 A team won the trophy in the 
Bracknell Forest team event.  We had a record 6 teams and 
36 athletes competing in this event with the B team finishing 
4th, the C team 5th, the D team 11th, the E team 13th and the F 
team 16th.  Congratulations to all who ran.  

 
 
The next cross-country event is the county competition at Newbury Show ground on Saturday 
18th January 2020.  If your son/daughter would like to run in this event then please contact Mr 
Campbell by email asap giving their name, tutor group and date of birth.  Timings and distances of 
races are as follows: 
 

12.45pm Year 7 Girls (U13) 2,280m approx 

1.05pm Year 7 Boys (U13) 2,910m approx 

1.20pm  Year 12 & 13 Boys (U19) 7,220m approx 

1.45pm Year 10 & 11 Girls (U17) 3,910m approx 

 And Year 12 & 13 Girls (U19)  

2.15pm Year 8 & 9 Boys (U15) 3,910m approx 

2.35pm Year 8 & 9 Girls (U15) 2,910m approx 

2.50pm Year 10 & 11 Boys (U17) 5,750m approx. 
 

Entries must be confirmed with Mr Campbell by 07/01/2020 at the latest.  Parents will be 
expected to bring their child to the event an hour before their start time and remain at the event 
whilst they compete. 
 
There is also a year 7 and 8 Indoor athletics event on the morning of Friday 31st January.  Anyone 
wishing to compete is advised to attend the Monday training sessions or to contact Mr Campbell 
to express their interest in events.  



 
There have been a small number of badminton and football fixtures this term, but there will be 
more next term as the focus moves from rugby to football.  
 
Parents and students are asked to note the following changes to the department’s club schedule 
next term: Year 9, 10 & 11 Netball club will be returning to Wednesdays after school and Year 7 
and 8 will now be on Mondays after school.  Gym club will move to Thursday lunchtime (After the 
exams move out on 23/01/20), Year 8 and 9 netball will continue on Tuesday lunchtime and Year 
7 netball will take place on Friday lunchtimes starting on 31/1/20.  All after school PE events are 
advertised on the google calendar, which can be accessed via the school website on the following 
link: 
 
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/ranelagh-school-sport-fixtures/ 
 
This information is updated as regularly as possible if and when there are any changes to these 
practices and also shows details of matches.    
 
A few reminders:  

 Please continue to ensure that all PE kit has initials on AND the name of the pupil inside 

and is in a named bag.   There is a lot of unnamed kit which is left and we cannot identify 

the owners.  

 Underlayers, midlayers and plain navy jogging bottoms are advised in addition to the 

normal kit on our return after Christmas in case of cold weather 

 Kit should be returned to lockers immediately after PE lessons 

 Valuables should be locked in lockers or handed them in whilst in a PE activity 

 Jewellery (including fit bits) should be removed or pupils should have their own tape to 

cover earrings.      

 Studded boots are required for activities on grass at this time of year 

 Shin pads and long navy socks are required for hockey and football (All year 7 and others) 

 Socks MUST be changed for PE to either white sports socks or long navy Ranelagh socks  

In January Year 7 girls will be participating in some Rugby lessons for the first few weeks and non-
Ranelagh (old) dark coloured kit is advised to avoid white shirt and shorts getting muddy. Towels 
may also be required. 
 

Rugby 

This year has been a fantastic year for Rugby with strong representation from many of the year 

groups, with major improvement shown at training and matches.  This has had a great impact on 

the team ethos and team performance across the board; if students can train together they play 

better together. 

 

Year 7 

In year 7, rugby is all about making friends and learning the game, with some students having 
already played and some being completely new to the game.  Games came thick and fast for the 
young team and they certainly stood up to the competition, scoring tries for fun and improving in 
defence in every match.  Their season culminated in a tournament at Reading Blue Coats where 
they only lost two matches of eight against some top schools across Berkshire.  The season was a 
success with many players showing progress across the season and forming a strong team ethos. 
 

 
 

https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/ranelagh-school-sport-fixtures/


Y8 Rugby 
With 11 wins from 17 fixtures, the year 8 boys have had another successful season.  The Berkshire 
festival was a highlight even when a heavy downpour tried to stop play.  A well-timed delivery of 
a gazebo from Mr Butcher provided some respite and allowed the boys to regroup winning five 
out of their six matches.  The students are starting to show more awareness of the game and I am 
sure this will continue next year. 
 
Year 9 
Once again rugby has stood out this year with the team facing tougher opponents and the bar 
being set high from the word go.  They certainly didn't disappoint with a 45-0 win in their first 
game. They then built on this over the season going from strength to strength and easily 
progressing through the Berkshire cup to reach the semi final.  We unfortunately we lost this 
match, which means that our aim for next year is to reach the final and win the county cup. 
 
Year 10 
Year 10 rugby have had a difficult year after a strong start in the county cup against Leighton Park 
progressing through to the quarter finals, but with small numbers we did not have the squad to 
deal with the big games. The players will be disappointed, but they have shown great 
improvement and organisation in games which will shine through next year. 
 
1st XV 
Ranelagh’s 1st XV team have had an incredible season. They joined forces with Edgbarrow 6th 
form to enter into the 'Super 8' league against other established schools. We started with a 
triangular tournament to try and piece together a team from the players available and we were 
optimistic about the season ahead with the squad we formed. We started to win games against 
the top teams from previous years and this began to feel like our season. The team went through 
the whole season being undefeated across 9 fixtures and winning the league.  Congratulations to 
all of our players who have been great sportsmen on and off the pitch. 
 

 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Award 
In the summer, we had our first ever Gold group out on expedition in the Peak District.  The 
expedition spanned four days, during which student worked from the west to the east of the peak 
district, taking in breathtaking views from Kinder Scout.  Although the weather was dry, the wind 
on the tops of the mountains certainly made it difficult to stand up and stay at any height for 
long.  Through all the challenges, the group managed to pass their assessment and complete the 
expedition section of the award.  The Gold award is a step up and a fantastic achievement with 12 



months spent volunteering, taking part in physical activity and learning a new skill.  Most of the 
group are still completing the other 4 sections of their award, apart from Craig Barter and Victoria 
Jacques who are the first students to complete their Gold DofE award at Ranelagh 
School.  Congratulations to Craig and Victoria; we hope that you both enjoy the celebration event 
at St James Palace in the spring. 

Enrolment this term has also taken place for our next batch of Gold and Bronze participants, with 
twenty-three embarking on the in Gold and eighty-four taking part in Bronze.  These are fantastic 
numbers and thank you for the support of staff who make this possible. 

SERVICE IN THE COMMUNITY 
 
Christmas Parcels 
Sixth Form students reflect on spending the afternoon at Orchard Court 
Samara Stay (12E) and Isobel Bown (13A) were two of the group of sixth formers who delivered 
Christmas parcels to residents at Orchard Court on Wednesday 11th Deccember 2019.  Here are 
their reflections of the afternoon:  
 
On Wednesday afternoon, a handful of sixth formers delivered the Christmas parcels filled with 
generous donations from tutor groups in the lower school.   All the elderly residents that we 
visited gave us a marvelous reception.  It was a pleasurable and heart-warming experience to 
spend the afternoon with these lovely people, who listened with great interest to hear a snippet 
about our lives, and likewise it was delightful to hear about their past adventures and stories that 
they told so eagerly.  However, most importantly, it was touching to know we had made a great 
difference to their day, and more so their Christmases, just by our generosity and time taken to 
visit them.  Delivering the parcels and sitting, dancing and talking with people at Orchard Court 
touched everyone’s hearts, because we knew we were providing a rare opportunity for people 
who are generations apart to spend time together.  It felt as though it was a valued chance to give 
back and to enjoy each other’s company.  
 
Children In Need 
 
On our two non-uniform days in November, students and staff raised valuable donations for this 
year’s very successful PTA Christmas Fair and in all £1,100 was raised for Children in Need 
through our second day. 
 
Poppy Appeal 
This year the school raised £372.16 for the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 
 
On behalf of the Bracknell Royal British Legion Branch, we thank all those who contributed. 
 
STUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOL 
 
Britain’s best junior gymnasts competed at the 2019 Trampoline, 
Tumbling and DMT World Age Group Championships in Tokyo.  The 
British team, consisting of 63 gymnasts from age 10 to 21, competed in 
the incredible Ariake Gymnastics Centre, where next year’s Olympic 
competition will take place.  
 
We are delighted to announce that Tristan Singelee (7Z) won a Bronze 
medal in the Tumbling event with a score of 31.2.   What an amazing 
experience and result! 
 



If you would like to see Tristan in action at the Championship follow the link below.  It is an 
inspiring performance. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jMdRjCTz8v0&list=PLAiqgd2-
4YdPjdHfDs9WmhrMGmWzSBOwf 
 
 
CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
A list of enrichment activities available to students can be found using the following link: 
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/school-information/clubs-and-activities/  
Please encourage your child to take part in some of the activities on offer.  They offer a great 
opportunity to make new friends and develop different skills. 
 
ROUTINE REMINDERS 
 
Student Absence 
If your child will not be attending school, please telephone the school on 01344 421233 and leave 
a message on the answer machine before 9.00am. When your child returns to school, a 
‘notification of absence’ form [on parent portal or available from the school office], giving a 
specific reason for the absence, must be completed and given to the Attendance Officer. 
 
Inclement Weather / Breakfast 
As January approaches, we would like to remind you of the school procedures for inclement 
weather as detailed in Appendix 1. 
 
School Closures 
In the event of any school closure due to bad weather or emergency, a message will be emailed 
to parents, and information will be broadcast on the school website www.ranelagh.bracknell-
forest.sch.uk, the dedicated schools’ closure page at www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schoolsclosure 
and the following radio stations: 
  BBC Radio Berkshire 
  Heart FM Berkshire – 102.9FM and 97.0FM 
 
You should always assume that the school is open unless you hear to the contrary through the 
radio/school website. 
 
School opening times - Christmas holidays  
The school is closed over the Christmas holiday period from Thursday 19th December 2019.  The 
school will re-open on Monday 6th January 2020. 
 
Governors 
Please see the attached letter from the Chair, Mrs Louise Hodkinson (Appendix 2).  
 
 
SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 
 
Friends of Ranelagh – News and updates (Appendix 3). 
 
PTA – Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 4). 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jMdRjCTz8v0&list=PLAiqgd2-4YdPjdHfDs9WmhrMGmWzSBOwf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jMdRjCTz8v0&list=PLAiqgd2-4YdPjdHfDs9WmhrMGmWzSBOwf
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/school-information/clubs-and-activities/
http://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/
http://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schoolsclosure


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 

Monday 6 January 2019 Start of Spring Term 
Year 11 Mock Exams week 1 

Wednesday 8 January Year 12 parents’ evening 5.00 – 8.00pm 

Monday 13 January Year 11 Mock Exams week 2 
Prayer Group 7.30pm 

Tuesday 14 January Year 12 Visit to Royal Holloway 

Wednesday 15 January Year 9 parents’ evening GCSE information evening 
6.30pm in the Main Hall 

Wednesday 22 January  School Production 7.00pm 

Thursday 23 January School Production 7.00pm 

Friday 24 January Year 8 Siemens Healthineers Launch event (PM) 
-Students taking part will be informed 
School Production 7.00pm 

Saturday 25 January Regional Netball tournament – U19 

Monday 27 January Year 13 Mock Exams week 1 

Tuesday 28 January Year 7 Mosque Visit – Forms 7W and 7X 
Year 9 parents’ evening 5.00 – 8.00pm 

Wednesday 29 January Year 7 Mosque Visit – Forms 7Y and 7Z 

Thursday 30 January Year 7 Mosque Visit – Forms 7U and 7V 

Friday 31 January Bracknell Forest Indoor Athletics (AM) Years 7 and 8 

Monday 3 February Year 13 Mock exams – week 2 
Year 12 visit to Brasenose College, Oxford 

Tuesday 4 February Year 12 Geography fieldwork to Windsor 

Wednesday 5 February Year 9 parents’ evening 5.00-8.00pm 

Thursday 6 February Intermediate UKMT Maths Challenge (TBC) 

Friday 7 February Year 8 Globe Prayers ‘Macbeth’ - Hall 

Friday 7 February Year 10 & 12 Valencia, Spanish Exchange depart 
Year 10 & 12 Marseille, French Exchange depart 

Wednesday 12 February Year 10 & 12 Spanish Exchange & French Exchange 
return 

Thursday 13 February Year 7 & 8 Girls’ Teens evening 7.00 – 8.00pm 

Monday 17 – Friday 21 February Half Term 

Saturday 22 February Year 10 & 11 History visit to Berlin 

Monday 24 February Fairtrade Fortnight 

Tuesday 25 February Year 10 & 11 History visit return 

Wednesday 26 February Ash Wednesday/Holy Communion 
–Holy Trinity Church 8.45am 
Maths Feast Competition  
– Competitors will be notified in due course 

Thursday 27 February Dance Show 7pm in Main Hall 

Friday 28 February Art visit to Florence depart 

Monday 2 March Year 11 History – play at the Corn Exchange, Newbury 
Prayer Group – 7.30pm 

Tuesday 3 March Art visit return 

Wednesday 4 March Kick start festival  
– 4 dancers will be selected from the dance show 

Thursday 5 March World Book Day  

Monday 9 March French Exchange visit to school  

Tuesday 10 March Year 12 Maths Inspiration at the Hexagon 

Thursday 12 March Year 7 & 8 Boys’ Teens evening 7.00 – 8.00pm 



Friday 13 March Annual Prayer Space week – Beacon Room B  
Year 7 Animal Roadshow in school  

Monday 16 March Lent Projects this week 
National netball tournament (TBC) 

Thursday 19 March Year 10 Globe Players ‘Romeo & Juliet’ 

Friday 20 – Saturday 21 March Year 10 Bronze D of E expedition 

Monday 23 March Lent projects this week 
Year 10 exams 

Tuesday 24 March Year 7 parents’ evening 5.00 – 8.00pm 

Wednesday 25 March Berkshire School Games – Years 7-10 
Students to be Informed if participating 

Thursday 26 March Year 10 Taking Maths Further, Wellington College (TBC) 
Wilderness expertise UK2 training 
 Brecon Beacon – departure time tbc 

Sunday 29 March Wilderness expertise UK2 training 
Brecon Beacon – return time tbc 

Wednesday 1 April Multi skills festival – year 9 or 10 
Music pre-tour concert 

Thursday 2 April  [End of Term] 

Friday 3 April Professional Training Day  

Monday 6 – Friday 17 April Easter Holidays 

Monday 20 April  Start of Summer Term 
Summer Uniform 
 

 
And finally… 
 
This term saw the arrival of Mr and Mrs Benbow’s baby, Max, who has yet to make his first visit to 
Ranelagh, but the news is that he and his mum are thriving. 
 
Last Friday we also said goodbye to Mrs Coventry as she left to begin her maternity leave.  Mr and 
Mrs Coventry are expecting their first baby on 29th December and we wish them every blessing as 
they make the final preparations for parenthood. 
 
All that remains for me to do at the close of this long and busy term is to wish you and yours a 
healthy, happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year. 
 
Yours sincerely 

   
Mrs B Stevens 
Headteacher 
 



 

 

Ranelagh School is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales, registration number 769806. Ranelagh School is an exempt charity.

Appendix 1 

 
December 2019 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 

Here is a reminder of the protocol followed during adverse weather conditions. 
 
The school will stay open whenever possible. 
 
1. Students - there must be no snowballing/sliding on site – these activities are dangerous on 

a confined site like our school. 
 
2. Make sure students have warm, waterproof clothing.  If they wear boots to school, they 

must have shoes to change into – at school.  Outdoor clothing can be worn in the 
playground but not inside the buildings. 

 
3. Parents and Sixth Form, please do not drive onto site unless you have a permit.  

Compacted snow is a hazard. 
 
In the event of severe conditions and closure: 
 
1. A notice will be posted on the school website as soon as possible/ and an email will be 

posted to parents. 
 
2. Local radio (BBC Radio Berkshire/Heart FM Berkshire) will be informed by 7.00am. 
 
3. Please use this information and avoid telephone contact with school unless there is an 

emergency. 
 
4. The school office will be manned, where possible, by senior staff/office staff. 
 
5. If school is closed, staff will place work for students on shared documents.   

 
 
 

Mrs B Stevens 
Headteacher  

 



  

 

 

19th December 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Carers  
 

What another busy and productive term it has been! Our students have settled in to their new 

classes and are working hard to contribute to the life of the school as well as to achieve their 

best. In addition to their curriculum in school, our students have had the chance to take part in a 

wide variety of enrichment activities including sporting fixtures, Duke of Edinburgh, theatre trips, 

field trips and Maths lectures, to name but a few. The last few weeks alone have been filled with 

wonderful celebrations such as Prizegiving, the Christmas Fayre, a concert and the Carol Service.  

 

The Governing Body has been busy too, ensuring that its cycle of work continues. We have been 

getting on with many things that you probably don’t realise are happening  including attending 

meetings and training, making visits to the school, undertaking learning walks, looking after staff 

well-being, monitoring health and safety, making sure policies are up-to-date and ensuring that 

we continue to follow up on the issues you raised in our survey. We are glad that there has been 

such a positive response to ‘The Week Ahead’, which came about as a result of this survey. We 

have also updated the governors’ section of the school website so that you can understand more 

about us and what we do.  

 

We have a great deal to be thankful for at Ranelagh. How fortunate we are to have a dedicated 

and talented staff which is committed to ensuring that our students have so many varied 

opportunities and experiences in addition to getting the best possible education. We have a 

wonderful student community that looks out for each other and has a positive attitude to 

learning, with high expectations of themselves. We have supportive parents and carers who work 

in partnership with the school to ensure that their children get the most out of their time at 

Ranelagh. We also have active parent-led organisations such as the PTA, the Prayer Group and 

the Friends of Ranelagh. No doubt you will have seen how this collective hard work pays off, 

producing yet another set of outstanding results in last summer’s exams as well as well-rounded, 

confident young people who are ready to make a valuable contribution to society. 

 

As we come to the end of Advent and the Christmas holidays begin, I know that staff and 

students alike are looking forward to a well-earned rest. Our minds begin to drift towards the 

festive period and a whirl of preparations. However, let us not forget to turn our thoughts to the 

true meaning of Christmas, rejoicing in the birth of our Lord and Saviour. 

 

Cont. 

 

 

 



I would like to wish each and every one of you a wonderful Christmas.  I hope it will be a time for 

joy and celebration. 

 

Best wishes 

 

 
Louise Hodkinson  

Chair of Governors  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Dear fellow parent 
 

This letter comes to you shortly after I attended Prize-giving and what an inspirational evening it was, 

celebrating the successes of our children. The evening also gave some insight into the breadth and 

depth of activities across the school. We are most fortunate to have the dedicated and hard-working 

teaching and non-teaching staff that we do, supporting our children in all their endeavours, giving 

them opportunities to stretch themselves, to achieve and to develop skills to prepare them for life 

beyond Ranelagh. 

 
I am pleased that the Friends of Ranelagh has been able to play a part in making Ranelagh the school it 

is today; a place where children can develop a love of learning and equip themselves with a broad 

range of skills, as a gateway to further study, apprenticeships or the world of work. 

 
As any regular reader of my letters will know, the Friends' contribution to the life of Ranelagh is only 

by dint of the generosity of parents. Your donations allow us to provide a much-needed financial 

addition to the school and we should like to do more. However, in order to do so, we need to increase 

the amount of money we receive in donations. This can be achieved in two ways: either by encouraging 

a greater number of parents to give or by persuading those who already do to raise the level of their 

donation. 

 
Ideally, we should aim to deliver on both these objectives but my first priority is to persuade those 

parents who have yet to commit to donate to do so. If you do not donate to the Friends at present, 

perhaps you would consider it a New Year resolution to do so? Please contact me at 

robbiemcl@hotmail.com for details of how to donate and, remember, if you can donate with Gift Aid, 

we can reclaim some of the tax you have paid, which is a valuable source of income for us – and, 

ultimately, the school! 

 
It only remains for me to wish you and your family a merry Christmas and a healthy, happy and 

prosperous New Year. 

 
With all good wishes 

 
 

 
Robert McLean 

Chairman 

Friends of Ranelagh 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friends of Ranelagh   Ranelagh School   Ranelagh Drive   Bracknell   RG12 9DA 
Established 1947          Registered Charity Number 1060543 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It’s hard to believe that the first term is over and that Christmas and a new decade are just 
around the corner. We’ve had a busy term with events and activities – here’s a quick round up. 
 
Thanks again for all your support for the Christmas Fair. We’re delighted to have raised more than 
£4,100 and hope to add to this through company match funding. It’s always a special event for 
us, when Ranelagh families come together to have fun, get ahead with their Christmas shopping, 
and help to raise vital funds for the school. 
 
Toilet Refurbishment Phase 1 
 
We’re pleased to say that the opening of the newly refurbished boy’s toilet block has been a hit 
with students! Through your generosity the PTA have been able to donate an amazing £60,000 
towards this ambitious programme so far.  
 
The boy’s toilet block is just the start, with a girl’s toilet block due for a similar makeover during 
the course of this year. We’ll share more photos with you as the project progresses! 
 

 
Toilet Refurbishment Opening 

 

Christmas Giving is Easy 
Through Online Fundraising  
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We all know that Christmas is a time of giving as well as receiving. It’s not the only message of 
course, but it’s what many of us do especially to charitable causes close to our hearts. As a 
charitable cause, the Ranelagh PTA have 
set up a number of ways for people to 
give to us online. Here’s a run down of 
how you can give. 
 
Bracknell Forest Lottery Scheme 
Bracknell Forest Lottery is a new 
fundraising initiative for us. It’s a weekly 
lottery that raises money for local good 
causes. 
 
Each ticket for the lottery costs £1 per week, with 50p of every pound going towards your chosen 
good cause, and you have a 1 in 50 chance to win a prize every Saturday when the numbers are 
drawn, with a top prize of £25,000! That’s much better odds of winning than the National Lottery 
or the Health Lottery! In fact, two Ranelagh PTA supporters have already won in the two 
inaugural lottery draws! 
 
We are already set to raise over £1,000 per year for our school from only 39 tickets bought in 
support of Ranelagh PTA so far; imagine the real difference we could make if even half of our 
parent community signed up! 
 
If you’re able, please do consider supporting this new school fundraising initiative whilst also 
being in with a good chance to win a prize! You can find full details and sign up here: 
www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta 
 
Ascot Racecourse School Race Day Fundraisers 
Ascot Racecourse Christmas weekend family race day school fundraiser takes place on Saturday 
21st December. When booking Queen Anne Enclosure tickets at the advanced price of £26, enter 
code RANSCHOOL, click ‘apply’, and £6 will go directly to your school. Children under 18 go free. 
Book at ascot.co.uk or call 0344 346 3000. 
 
KindLink 
KindLink is our online fundraising platform for supporters to make one-off or on-going donations 
online to the PTA activities. Kindlink has replaced previously used platforms, BT My Donate and 
Facebook, and was specially set up to help charities like us to raise even more money for good 
causes and not lose out to high online processing fees. This means that when you donate online 
more of this will go towards funding resources and projects in school! Giving is easy at: 
kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile  

easyfundraising and Amazon Smile 

Please don’t forget to sign up to easyfundraising.org.uk - just follow the link  and register stating 

that Ranelagh School PTA – Berkshire is your chosen school to receive any commission donated by 

the stores you shop from.  

If shopping with Amazon simply sign up for their Amazon Smile scheme and they too will make a 

donation every time you shop.  

https://www.bracknellforestlottery.co.uk/support/ranelagh-school-pta
http://www.kindlink.com/charity/ranelagh-school-pta/profile
http://easyfundraising.org.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
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It costs you nothing to shop in this way and as you shop, each store donates money to the school 

as a thank you for shopping with them. You can even add a helpful donation reminder to your 

browser to remind you to use easyfundraising to help raise money. So far this has raised more 

than £2,859 for the school. 

Can you Help? 

Thank you to those who have signed up to serve refreshments at this year’s Parent Teacher 
Consultation evenings. There are a few slots still to fill if you can spare a couple of hours to help. 
Sign up at: https://signup.com/go/ZqnTJrg.  
 
Future Events 

In the Spring Term we’ll hold our annual Quiz Night, Bryony Gordon Speaker Series Evening and 

Year 7 disco – so a busy term ahead! 

In the Summer Term you have the Tribute Band Night, another inspiring Speaker Series talk and 

Founder’s Day to look forward to. Keep an eye out for dates and details in the New Year. 

Keep in Touch 

You can keep in touch with us via our Facebook page at ranelaghschoolpta where we will post 
notices and reminders throughout the term and we add updates to the school website PTA pages 
too throughout the year. Alternatively, you can email pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

We hope you have a relaxing and enjoyable Christmas break. 

Your Ranelagh PTA 

https://signup.com/go/ZqnTJrg
https://www.facebook.com/ranelaghschoolpta/
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/
mailto:pta@ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk

