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3rd April 2019  

 

Dear Parents 

 

It already seems a long time since we engaged in the activities you can read about in the pages 

that follow.  Those were the days when we came and went without the constraints of social 

distancing, or the obsessive handwashing which now punctuates our days.  The world feels like a 

very different place, but we know that this is not forever, so a reminder of what we might look 

forward to again, some time in the not too distant future, we hope, is very welcome. 

 

When I spoke to students in Year 11 and 13 on their last day in school on Friday 20th March, I told 

them about a gift I had recently been given: a cosmetics bag on which is written the words ‘Make 

Today Amazing’.  As I observed at the time, COVID-19 has made this a real challenge, not just for 

me but for us all. 

 

But my point in talking about the message on my bag was twofold: firstly, whilst in life not every 

day can be amazing, unlike toilet rolls on supermarket shelves, the stock of amazing days is not 

limited or rationed.  More will surely come.  Secondly, I reminded students of the amazing days 

they had already experienced.  This was particularly pertinent to our final year GCSE and A level 

students.  Whilst the first year of secondary school has been cruelly curtailed for our students in 

Year 7, the first year of GCSEs and A level lessons in school similarly cut short for those in year 10 

and 12, and the busy programmes of trips and visits and wider experiences diminished for all of 

our school community, it is those in year 11 and 13 for whom we have particular sympathy. 

 

Even the most optimistic individual would struggle to put a positive spin on the dilemma which 

has befallen young people in these year groups.  However, what I wanted to impress upon them 

is that what they have done to get this far does not count for nothing.  What they know, what 

they have learned to do and understand as a result of their years of study cannot be denied them 

by the absence of an examination.  They know far more than a series of one-off exam papers can 

test, and this is theirs to keep.   

 

If I were a musician in an orchestra and my concert was cancelled, I would not stop knowing how 

to play my instrument.  I would not be prevented from being able to learn new and beautiful 

music.  Instead, I would continue to practise, knowing that there will be future concerts and 

future opportunities to make my day amazing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

 

English  

 

For the Love of Reading – Library Book Tasting Event 

On Friday 14th February, Ranelagh 

celebrated the Love of Books Month by 

hosting another book-tasting 

extravaganza.  Only 20 places were 

initially available for students, 

however, it became so popular that 

more opportunities for tasting were 

offered in order to meet demand.  

 

Students were treated to a café style 

library, complete with LED candles, 

snacks and French restaurant-style 

music for ambiance.  In this soothing atmosphere, students were able to sample the latest titles 

to grace our library shelves.  On offer was a delectable array of novels, teen fiction and non-

fiction.  Each student had a menu questionnaire to complete for three of the books they sampled 

– starter, main and dessert.  They had to think about the genre, what they liked/disliked about it, 

whether they would like to read further and then each title was awarded a rating of 1 to 5 

spoons.  

What the students had to say: ‘I thought it was an excellent opportunity to 

do something new and original.  It was a nice atmosphere to read in and it 

helped you relax into the book.’  

‘I liked some books I didn’t expect to like.’ 

‘I would like to do this again.  Reading new books is always fun and it is so 

calming and enjoyable to find something new you enjoy.’ 

‘I really liked the book about body image.  It gives you advice about your 

body and how to be confident in it.’ 

‘I loved the mood of the event and enjoyed exploring new books.’ 

‘Reading books while having snacks was really fun.  I have never done anything like this before so 

it was a great experience.’ 

World Book Day and Author Visit 

World Book Day was on Thursday 5th March and we 

celebrated in style!  The week kicked off with a visit 

to Year 7 and 9 by Malcolm Duffy, award-winning 

author of Me Mam. Me Dad. Me. He engaged his 

audience with a reading from his debut story; he 

explained his inspiration and gave some top tips for 

creative writing. He also introduced students to his 

new book, Sofa Surfer.  

 

‘Who’s Hiding Behind the Book?’ 

Staff hid behind a book of their choosing for this mysterious 

activity. It could be their favourite book, a hint to their 

identity or just something fun. 

No one managed to claim the top prize as the maximum 

score reached was 13 by Abenaa Offeh 8Y. 

Students also voted for their favourite picture – the Winner 

was number 3! 

 



World Book Day week was filled with fun events for students in the library:  from ‘Say What You 

See’ book titles, ‘Who’s Hiding Behind the Book?’, ‘Book Bingo’, ‘The Book Swap Party’ and to top 

it all off a good old fashioned quiz. Congratulations to the winners of the quiz, Superwholockians: 

Tabitha Squire 10W, Naomi Lamey 10Z, Georgina Osborne 9V and Alice Hopkins 12A. 

The Globe Players perform ‘The Scottish Play’ to Year 8 at Ranelagh 

 On 7 February 2020, the theatre company The Globe Players visited Ranelagh to perform 

Macbeth to Year 8 pupils as part of the spring term curriculum.  Prior to the performance, 

students had been busy studying extracts from this tragedy, as well as creating recipes for spells 

and putting themselves in the shoes of the main characters by acting out scenes in lessons. 

 

On the morning of the performance Year 8 pupils watched as the most famous scenes of the play 

were re-enacted.  From time-to-time they stopped to explain to the audience the more complex 

ideas and themes.  All students agreed that a live performance added to their understanding of 

Shakespeare. 

 

BBC Young Reporter 2020 

A total of ten Year 8 students took part in this year’s 

BBC Young Reporter project. This project allows 

thousands of students across the UK to tell their own 

stories and get involved in skills workshops. At 

Ranelagh, students attended a lunchtime club every 

Tuesday for 6 weeks. During this time, they learnt what 

it takes to become a journalist through news gathering, 

creating, writing and editing a news report. The project 

culminated in a News Day on March 10th, where 

students worked in their very own newsroom, finalising and uploading the stories they had been 

working on. Students produced inspiring reports about a variety of topics ranging from the 

importance of the arts in education to the impact of loneliness on young people. To top it all off, 

this year’s young reporters also made it into the news themselves, featuring in Bracknell News 

the next day! 

https://www.bracknellnews.co.uk/news/18297392.ranelagh-school-students-bracknell-take-part-

bbc-young-reporter-project/ 

 

This year’s reports are currently available on the Ranelagh website under News and Events. 

 

https://www.bracknellnews.co.uk/news/18297392.ranelagh-school-students-bracknell-take-part-bbc-young-reporter-project/
https://www.bracknellnews.co.uk/news/18297392.ranelagh-school-students-bracknell-take-part-bbc-young-reporter-project/


Food Technology 

 
Since students have been working from home, the 
department has been keen to encourage them to share 
evidence of their culinary skills. 
 
Many students have been taking part in a weekly 
‘Cooking Showdown’.  The idea is that they prepare and 
cook a given recipe and then upload a photo. The first 
week’s theme was Pizza, with Abigail Price claimed first 
prize.  
 
You can follow what students and staff have been 
cooking at home on our Instagram channel, 
@ranelaghfood 

 

MFL 

 

Spanish Exchange 
On the 7th of February, sixteen Year 10 students and 
three Year 12 students arrived at school, suitcases in 
hand.  We were all super-excited at the prospect of finally 
meeting our exchange partners, and getting to 
experience life in Valencia. Upon arrival in Spain, after a 
short flight, we were greeted at the bus station and taken 
to the school for some ice-breaking activities, dancing, 
and lots of pizza! It was then time to go to our partners’ 
homes and meet the rest of the family. 
 
On day one, Saturday, we all enjoyed a beautiful boat trip to enjoy the Albufera’s natural park and 
amazing coastal views. This gave us time to really get to know our partners and soak up the lovely 
Spanish sun.  
 

Day two consisted of a day out with our host families, and an 
opportunity to explore the area and spend more time with our 
families.  

 
On Monday, our partners unfortunately had to return to their 
ordinary school day; we joined them at the start of the day taking 
part in some language-based games which challenged our Spanish 
and our partners’ English.  Meanwhile, students from Year 12 
began their work experience. We then took a trip to the Bioparc in 
Valencia.  Our challenge was to keep up with the commentary of 
our Spanish tour guide, in doing so, we learnt a lot about all the 
different animals.  Later, we enjoyed a relaxing evening of bowling 
in the local shopping centre before returning to our homes.  

Tuesday was filled with a long day exploring Valencia, including climbing a tower in Valencia 
Cathedral and going into some Spanish markets.  Our last day was spent at the aquarium before 
going straight back to our homes to pack.  

 



Back at the school, we were greeted by a farewell party, with letters from our partners and many 
tears. It was an emotional goodbye and we were very sad to leave our host families.  We are 
hoping that they will be able to come for their return trip at some point when the circumstances 
will allow and we are all really looking forward to seeing our partners again. 

 
We all had such an amazing experience and would like to thank Miss Scanu for organising the 
exchange, and Miss Delahunty and Mrs Dickinson for also helping us have such a good time.  Our 
Spanish families all took such good care of us and we would recommend it to students taking 
GCSE Spanish in the future as this was truly one of the best experiences of my life! 
Charlotte Price 10X 

 
PE 

 

Year 10 handball team 

On 2nd March, the team from Ranelagh took part in a tournament at Bohunt School.  Our players 

struggled at the start because we were used to playing a more robust game featuring full tackles; 

the tournament rules were very different!  However, as the game progressed we soon adapted 

and took things in our stride.  Following our second match, and on a winning streak, we achieved 

third place overall.  This tournament gave everyone more experience and allowed us to develop 

as stronger players.  It was a lot of fun and we hope to take part in more games in the future. 

Lucie Harvey – 10W 

 
 

 



County Year 7 and 8 Rugby Tournament 

This is the first year that Ranelagh has 

been represented by a girls’ squad in 

the County tournament.  The 

occasion gave the U13s a time to 

shine.   

 

Our players set out with a few nerves 

having never before played a full 

competitive game of rugby together, 

but once the first tackle went in they 

were all up for the challenge.  It was 

outstanding to see the confidence 

from the girls in both attack and defence, with many tries being scored across the park.  Joint top 

scorers were Lily Foster 8U and Denise Spencer 8U with 5 apiece, but the thing that won the girls 

the tournament and kept them undefeated was the exceptional tackling and motivation of the 

whole team.  Well done to all who took part; we are looking forward to next year when we hope 

that the U15s tournament, cancelled due to Covid-19, will also give more of our girls the chance 

to show what they can do. 

 
 

Duke of Edinburgh Award 

 

March brought some fantastic news for two of our students, Craig Barter 13D and Victoria 

Jacques 13C, both of whom took part in the first ever Gold DofE programme at Ranelagh School.  

Their expedition took place last year and saw them completing an impressive 90 km hike over 

four days of awful weather in the Peak District.  Since then they have been working hard on the 

other four elements of the award (Volunteering, Skill, Physical and Residential) and, having made 

their submissions to the head office in Windsor, they and are now the first ever Gold award 

holders at Ranelagh.  Craig and Victoria have received their badges and now await a convenient 

time to be invited to Buckingham Palace to receive their certificates. Congratulations to both 

students on this fantastic achievement. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 
 
Due to the current Covid-19 situation, our clubs and activities are on hold until school resumes.  
Nevertheless, we encourage all students to engage in a range of home-based hobbies, interests 
and challenges whilst the school is closed.  Please send in a photograph if you would like to share 
any of your particular achievements so that we can put them on display for all to see on their 
return to school. 
 

ROUTINE INFORMATION 

 

School opening times  

The School Office will be closed over the Easter holidays. 

 

STAFFING 

 

Success Stories 

One of the events which sadly had to be cancelled as a result of COVID-19 was this year’s High 

Sherriff of Berkshire’s Awards Ceremony at Haines Hill on Wednesday 25th March.  This year’s 

event was of particular interest because two of our teachers, Mrs Coventry and Mrs Thompson, 

were to be presented with a High Sherriff’s Award.  The awards mark the end of High Sheriff, Lucy 

Zeal’s, year in office and recognise people in Berkshire who have made outstanding contributions 

to their communities.  The awards are for exceptional and inspirational work and in the case of 

Mrs Coventry and Mrs Thompson, the award was made in recognition of the part they played in 

the outstanding success of Ranelagh School in the Magistrates’ Court Mock Trial Competition at 

regional and national level in 2018 and 2019.  Whilst it was disappointing not to be able to see 

them receive their awards in person, we congratulate both Sarah and Serena on their fabulous 

achievement. 

 

Farewell 

As is often the way at the end of a term we say goodbye to staff who are retiring or moving on to 

pastures new. We would like to thank Mr Matthew Meyer, Teacher of Mathematics and wish him 

every success as he moves to his new school. 

 

New Staff 

At the end of this term, we welcome Mrs Jo Hargreaves, Curriculum Support Assistant in PE.  We 

wish her every success as she settles into the Ranelagh family. 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 

 

Partnership with Business2Schools and Tesco 
Students and teachers have been delighted 
to re-home office equipment from 
Business2Schools, a charity working to 
upgrade school environments.  Both the 
Sixth Form Study room and one of our 
music rooms now feature new desks, 
courtesy of Tesco.  With the help of 
Business2Schools we also hope to upgrade 
the equipment in our Food Tech areas.   
 



A huge thanks to Business2Schools and Tesco for sending us this equipment, and to Mrs 
Azzopardi and Mr Sinclair for making the magic happen! 
 
STUDENT SUCCESSES OUT OF SCHOOL 

 

On 29th February, Ella Baddeley 10U and her cheerleading team, Kick Twist, attended the Regional 

Cheerleading Championships where they came 1st scoring a phenomenal 95.2 out of 100.  This is 

a superb achievement and we hope that this will inspire others to take up this activity in the 

future. 

 

Well done to Ella and her team! 

 

 

CHAIR OF GOVERNORS  

Please see attached letter (Appendix 1). 

 

And finally… 

 

Whether you are a parent, carer, or a member of staff, I would like to thank you for the leap of 

faith you have taken as we have abruptly entered the new world of learning using Office 365.  

Your positive feedback and patience with us as we have felt our way with such limited time to 

prepare and perfect has been invaluable. 

 

As well as all of the anxiety associated with the threats to the health of our families and friends, I 

would like to close by turning our thoughts to all who are also facing financial uncertainty at this 

time.  I have spoken with staff and parents for whom the future is looking very bleak – we remain 

prayerful for you.  The words of Canon Dr.Ellen Clark-King, Dean and Canon for Social Justice at 

Grace Cathedral, an Episcopal church in San Francisco seem fitting at this time: 

 

Holy God, 

who created us for and from love,  

in this time of social distancing, 

hold us close in your arms. 

Comfort those who are afraid, 

Enliven those who are bored, 

give courage to those who are distressed, 

and warm those who feel the cold touch of loneliness. 

Breathe in, with and through us 

as we walk through uncertainty into a new future 

knowing that you are with us now and await us there. 

In the name of Christ the Beloved we pray. 

Amen.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

   
Mrs B Stevens 

Headteacher 



 

 

 

2nd April 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Much like the Easter story this term has been filled with highs and lows, joy and sadness. Then, in 

the blink of an eye, everything we knew about school changed beyond all recognition. Both staff 

and students will have felt sadness at what they have lost, frustration that they cannot do the 

things they had planned and anxiety about the future. However, it is in times of adversity that the 

culture we have created at Ranelagh becomes so apparent. Ranelagh’s staff and students 

continue to support one another with power, love and self-control, rising to meet new 

challenges. Whilst things that seemed of vital importance only two weeks ago, have now paled 

into insignificance – indeed it is almost hard to remember that there was life before coronavirus  

– we should not forget the good things that have happened at Ranelagh since Christmas. 

In his History of Ranelagh, Richard Allen says that Ranelagh has always been a place that cares for 

its students, values its traditions and witnesses the love of God in all it does. He refers to the  

‘Ranelagh Factor’, that undefinable something that has made Ranelagh special for generations of 

students. It is unsurprising to find that many things have changed at Ranelagh over the years 

since it began in 1709 and that some traditions have rightly fallen by the wayside. Nevertheless, 

the crucial elements of what Richard Allen describes as the ‘Ranelagh Factor’ have clearly 

endured throughout the school’s history. For example, in the 1920s, Mr Cleave, Ranelagh’s first 

headteacher, noted the enthusiasm and commitment of the teaching staff, whilst Mr Bury, the 

second headteacher, highlighted the importance of educating students through the wider 

curriculum. We are fortunate that these traditions endure at Ranelagh and should be thankful 

that we still have a staff dedicated to providing a wide range of opportunities for our students. 

Since Christmas students have had the chance to take part in a variety of trips, sporting and 

creative pursuits. I was fortunate recently to see the dance show, in which a large number of 

students were given the chance to display their talents. The show may have been ‘for one night 

only’, but the amount of effort put in by staff and students was certainly vastly more. 

This term, the governing body has been strongly focused on the recruitment of Ranelagh’s next 

headteacher. The National Governance Association believes that recruiting a headteacher is 

probably the most important job that a governing body undertakes. In the foreword of History of 

Ranelagh, Roger Gedye (Chair of Governors 1992 – 99) states how governors knew that the right 

headteacher was an ‘essential ingredient of the ‘Ranelagh Factor’’. Nevertheless, he describes 

how Mr Allen was appointed after a very brief process involving a half-hour interview and 

informal lunch. Our recruitment process lasted a full two days and involved a large number of 

people in a process which was gruelling for both candidates and interviewers. However, like 

Roger Gedye, we were aware that appointing the right person was necessary to secure the future 

of Ranelagh, so we were delighted that we were able to appoint Mr Griffith.  

 



The Easter message calls us all to have faith and trust in the God who brings life out of death, 

hope from despair and the opportunity for new beginnings out of endings. Through faith, hope 

and love, I believe that we may all be transformed by the power of the risen Christ to know the 

real joy of Easter. Christ’s empty tomb is a reminder of God’s love for us and that no matter how 

bad things seem there is always hope for the future. 

 

With best wishes,  

 

 

Louise Hodkinson 

Chair of Governors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


