
 

 

 

 

 

17th December 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 
I have pleasure in writing to you all at the end of a long term that has been full of wonderful 
opportunities for the students, staff and families.  Please do take time to read the articles over 
the Christmas break.  They once again evidence the fact that our whole school community are 
supporting our Christian vision: 
 
“For the Spirit that God has given us does not make us timid; instead, his Spirit fills us with power, 
love, and self-control.” 2 Timothy 1.7 
 
May I also take this opportunity to make you aware of the At the heart of Christmas resources 
published by the Church of England this year.  Starting on Christmas Eve and continuing daily 
(Monday to Saturday) until the Epiphany (6 January), At the heart of Christmas: 12 Days of 
stories and meditations for Christmas may help you make space for that exploration. On each 
of the twelve days, a different contributor will share something that lies close to the heart of 
Christmas for them, bringing the theme to life through a mixture of personal story, Bible 
reading, reflection and questions to ponder.  In this same spirit please do see a message from 
Adrian Laws below. 
 
A message from Adrian Laws, our Chaplaincy Team Leader 
Looking at the Christmas story, we can draw some wonderful and inspirational metaphors for our 
young people and for all of us who are parents or carers.  Mary, a young virgin girl, becomes 
pregnant at a very young age.  As she was the only one who knew where the baby had come 
from, I wonder what her parents said as she broke the news?  Their initial reaction might have 
been anger, shame or fear.  Perhaps a similar reaction we sometimes have when our children 
make mistakes.  Although there is no reference to them in the Christmas story, I suspect they did 
as all parents and carers do and forgave and tried to support her in what appeared to be a huge 
challenge ahead.  In those times, Joseph was entitled to throw Mary to the crowd as he knew it 
wasn't his baby.  As we know he didn’t.  Instead he did exactly as Mary’s parents did, forgave and 
supported her with of course encouragement from the Angel Gabriel.  Looking back at her 
parents, they were unknowingly instrumental in supplying the most important ingredient to a 
young person's life.  The gift of forgiveness, the gift of encouragement, the gift of nurture, the gift 
of security and the gift of the most important ingredient “LOVE”.  Ironically, Mary was carrying 
the same ingredients inside her in Jesus.  He became the gift to the world, the gift we celebrate 
at Christmas.  As you share this precious time together may I encourage you to marvel and be 
thankful for the gift of the child perhaps sitting opposite you at Christmas dinner this year.  Tell 
them how much you value them and the belief you have in them and most importantly how 
much you love them. The exchange of the most valuable gift available.  I pray peace, love and 
health upon you all this Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/advent-and-christmas-2021-resources-heart-christmas


 
 

 
Covid 19 - update 
I am pleased to say that COVID 19 infections remain very low at Ranelagh (16/1238 = 1.29% of 
the school population).  Ranelagh School is not in an outbreak situation.  To ensure that this 
remains the case and that we minimise absence from other illnesses, we must continue to follow 
the current protocols.  This will be especially important as we return after the Christmas holiday 
and as we learn more about the new variant of this virus.  
  
Current protocols (daily routine): 

✓ The use of face coverings in all inside communal areas (unless exempt) for all staff, 

students and visitors.  This includes wearing face coverings in all corridors, whilst 

choosing food/drink in the dining hall at break and lunchtime and at any other time staff 

feel this is required 

✓ Maintaining good ventilation in all rooms including the installation of HEPA in all 1st floor 

classrooms.  Students may wear a school jumper and outdoor coat in lessons as it may be 

cold in classrooms.  They must not wear a Hoodie 

✓ Routine desk cleaning and hand sanitising 

✓ Daily hot spot cleaning regime 

✓ Continuing with twice weekly LFD testing  

 

Current protocols (identification of a positive case): 
NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case and/or their parent/carer to identify close 

contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive 

case or their parent/carer specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to 

be a small number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the 

nature of the close contact.   From 14 December 2021, adults who are fully vaccinated and all children 

and young people aged between 5 and 18 years and 6 months identified as a contact of someone 

with COVID-19 are strongly advised to take a LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to attend 

their setting as normal, unless they have a positive test result. Daily testing of close contacts applies 

to all contacts who are: 

 

✓ fully vaccinated adults – people who have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine 

✓ all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their vaccination 

status 

✓ people who are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 

✓ people taking part, or have taken part, in an approved clinical trial for a COVID-19 vaccine 

 

Further information may be found following this link. 

 
Testing during the Christmas holiday 
There is no requirement for students and staff to continue to test over the Christmas break, 
although it would be good practice to do so. 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nhs-test-and-trace-how-it-works


 
 

 

Lateral flow mass testing in January 2022 

A reminder that, to accommodate the testing in the safest way possible and to reduce the possibility 

of students mixing, the schedule below will be followed.  For all students, lessons will be via MS 

Teams for Tuesday and Wednesday with face to face learning commencing on Thursday. 

 Tuesday 4th January Wednesday 5th January Thursday 6th January 

KS3 At home following lessons 
via MS Teams 

Coming to school for LFT 
 
9.00 - 9.45am        7 UVW 
9.45 – 10.30am     7 XYZ 
 
10.30 – 11.15am   8 UVW 
11.15 – 12.00pm   8 XYZ 
 
12.30 – 1.15pm     9 UVW 
1.15 – 2pm             9 XYZ 
 

Back in school for 
lessons 

KS4 Coming to school for LFT 
 
9.00 - 9.45am        10 UVW 
9.45 – 10.30am     10 XYZ 
 
10.30 – 11.15am   11 UVW 
11.15 – 12.00pm   11 XYZ 
 

At home following lessons via 
MS Teams 

Back in school for 
lessons 

KS5 Coming to school for LFT 
 
12.30 – 1.15pm     Year 12 
1.15p – 2pm           Year 13 
 

At home following lessons via 
MS Teams 

Back in school for 
lessons 

 
 
Change to our uniform supplier 
As you know Billings & Edmonds has been appointed as the uniform outfitter to Ranelagh School 
with effect from Monday 10th January 2022.  I am thrilled to be working with them on phasing in 
our new uniform from September 2022.  Please do see a letter of introduction from the 
Managing Director (Appendix 1) 
 
Parenting mental health 

Parenting a child with a mental health issue is an enormous challenge but parents and carers have an 

essential role to play in supporting their child through this uncertain experience.  Do follow this link to 

a website dedicated to Parenting Mental Health.  The ‘Get Help’ section is full of guides and resources 

that you may wish to use.  They are really thoughtful and well presented. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://parentingmentalhealth.org/


 
 

Prizegiving 
It was a pleasure to welcome Major Kezia Jukes to speak at our annual prizegiving ceremonies.  
Kezia attended Ranelagh School from 2001-2007 where she completed her A-Levels.  She then 
went to Swansea University and, after graduating, she successfully passed the selection process 
to join the British Army officer training course at the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst. After 12 

months of training, she commissioned 
into the Royal Engineers in December 
2012 as a Second Lieutenant. Her first 
assignment was to an armoured engineer 
Regiment based in Germany which 
included a deployment to Afghanistan for 
six months as a platoon commander. 
Other assignments have seen moves 
around the UK including to the Scottish 
Highlands, North Yorkshire, and the 
Welsh Borders. She has also served 
abroad with a 6-month deployment to 
South Sudan working as part of the 

United Nations Mission to that country. In 2019, Kezia took a 9-month career break to complete a 
solo cycle expedition around the world. On her return she moved to London and started a new 
role within the Ministry of Defence.  Kezia’s experiences in the army and on her solo bike ride 
absolutely tally with the Ranelagh Student Learner Profile qualities of confidence, creativity, 
resilience, empathy and independence.  Her talk was inspiring to listen to and I am grateful for 
the time she gave. 
 
Stained Glass Window in memory of Mr Allen, Headteacher 1972 -1993 

I am pleased to report that the stained-glass 
window in memory of ex Headteacher Richard 
Allen, has now been commissioned and will 
hopefully be installed during the coming Easter 
holiday.  I know that Ranelagh School changed 
significantly during Richard Allen’s headship and 
the school that is his legacy provided many 
students with a strong foundation which has led, 
I’m sure for many, to happy and healthy adult 
lives.  The design hopes to embody this legacy and 

I look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible to the dedication 
scheduled for Founders’ Day 2022. 

 

VISIT BY A MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 

 

Written by Tom Monaghan (6A) 

 

On Friday 12th November, nine sixth form students had the opportunity to interview James 

Sunderland, Conservative MP for Bracknell, about the role of a Constituency MP.  Additionally, we 

were able to quiz him on some current political news headlines.  Mr Sunderland was happy to 

cover diverse topics including Marcus Rashford’s campaign for universal free school 

meals to the Sarah Everard case and the alleged institutional corruption within the UK’s police 

force.  Having researched Mr Sunderland’s parliamentary voting record, his CV and the 

Conservative party manifesto we enjoyed holding him to account on areas where Ranelagh 



 
 

students did not always agree with his views.  Regardless of our political backgrounds and 

differences, we were able to find middle ground on issues, as well as, most importantly, agreeing 

to disagree on some matters.  In fact, it was his willingness to engage in robust debate that made 

the meeting valuable to all.  Mr. Sunderland himself even emphasised that free speech itself was 

of value, and was emphatic that, though he is not in alignment completely with every policy of 

mass inclusion, diversity is necessary when appealing to a broad spectrum of voters.  We were 

keen to discuss the Conservatives’ response to the case of Owen Paterson – a former Minister 

found guilty of breaching the lobbying rules for MPs and the initial rallying of the government to 

defend his behaviour, followed by a retraction of their position.   We found that Mr. Sunderland 

was pragmatic in many of his views but took our questions and political doubts seriously and was 

keen to understand the viewpoints of constituency teenagers who will be voting at the next 

election.  He certainly didn’t mind our energetic cross-questioning and you could imagine him as 

a keen parliamentarian.  It was very productive to feel ourselves heard as part of the democratic 

process and sincerely a privilege to have had such a rare opportunity to discuss and debate 

political matters with someone close to the centre of government.   

 

DEPARTMENT NEWS 

 

English 

 

Bedrock News 

Vocabulary Learning with Bedrock in Years 7-9 continues apace!  Congratulations go to 8X with 

the most points for Bedrock this half term, and 8U who made the most progress this half 

term.  Our top performers were Tess Robinson (most progress) and Charles Rutter with an 

impressive 592 points; the most in the school.   

 

Pupils are reminded that they can keep earning points over the Christmas period - a minimum 

score of 140 points by the end of December will ensure entry into the Bedrock draw with prizes 

to be won. We would also encourage more parents and guardians of those in Years 7-9 to sign up 

for a parental account please - 34% of parents have done so already.   

 

Well done everyone on their hard work this term! 

 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 

 

We have been so impressed by the amazing effort from Year 11 during their Technical Skills Trials 

which is a significant part of their final GCSE Non-Exam Assessment.  Each student has gone 

above and beyond to produce exceptional work; written and practical.  Keep up the good work 

everyone!  

 

Geography 

 

It has been a busy term in the Geography Department with year 13 working on their NEAs but 

they have not been the only ones who have been managing to carry out fieldwork.  Year 8 have 

been studying weather and climate and when weather permitted, some classes were able to get 



 
 

out of the classroom and around the school to see how microclimates affect the conditions on 

the school site.  They used an anemometer, compass (for wind speed and direction) and a 

thermometer to see how the buildings and surfaces impacted on the local climate, in order to see 

where the best sites would be for seating.  Year 7 have also been exploring on a wider scale, 

researching their own ‘Amazing Places’ and our year 9 have been learning about Globalisation 

and Trade through the trade game, which became very competitive and led to some innovative 

ways of conducting world trade!  Our KS3 Geography club has also had its inaugural meeting this 

term, ably led by Mrs White.  So far, they have looked at the COP26 agreements related to 

climate change, produced an information film and played some geographically based games – 

world snap became very competitive!  Their last meeting of the term was spent planning for the 

spring term where they plan to survey litter around the site and look at possible solutions for this, 

as well as getting creative with some geographical models.  Anyone in year 7-9 are very welcome 

to join in on Thursday lunchtimes at 1pm. 

 

History 

 
Celebrating ‘Black History Month’ in October, the 
History Department asked its students to reflect on 
the experience of people of colour in the USA and 
the UK having studied the Abolition of Slavery and 
the significance of the Civil Rights Movement in 
America. Students researched and presented work 

on the life of individuals such as Nelson Mandela, Baroness Lawrence 
and Stormzy, to name but a few.  

 
The students’ work has been displayed on our ‘Inclusion and Equality’ 
noticeboard which will be evolving throughout the 
academic year to celebrate the diversity and 
achievements of people in history regardless of 
their gender, age, race, religion, disability or sexual 
orientation.    

  
  

MFL 

 
Languages Club Christmas Around the World Party 

On Wednesday 8th December, the KS3 Languages Club hosted a 

festive event on how different countries celebrate Christmas. 

During this Christmas celebration, students in Year 7&8 were 

invited to take part in a cultural quiz, listen to Christmas Carols 

from around the world and design their own themed Christmas 

cards/ornaments based upon what they had learnt in the quiz. 

It was a fantastic opportunity for students to share their own 

traditions, be creative and make friends.  



 
 

A big special thanks to Katie B 

(7Y), Maya Z (7U) and Amy B (7Z) 

who have been dedicated to the 

Languages Club throughout this 

term and have done a fantastic 

job in organising this big event.  

   

Music 

 
Christmas Concert – Wednesday 8th December 

After a two-year wait, it was a pleasure to finally be able to invite an audience in to school to 

watch the Christmas Concert on Wednesday 8th December.  This concert was the culmination of a 

busy term’s work rebuilding the extra-curricular musical life of the school, an area of the school 

which was sadly silenced by the COVID pandemic.  The audience witnessed a range of ensembles, 

from the Senior Choir through to the Orchestra, alongside various solo and small group items. We 

even saw a small preview of the full school musical, Little Shop of Horrors, with the song 

‘Suddenly Seymour’ being performed by Eleanor Woolston and Alexander Hutson as Audrey and 

Seymour, respectively.  

 

It was an absolute delight to be able to produce this concert. The students have worked 

incredibly hard since September, dusting off the performing cobwebs and reigniting their love of 

performing; it was such a joy to see the smiles on the students’ faces as the lights dimmed for the 

first item.  As always, a very big thank you to staff, parents and carers for supporting us 

throughout the term.   

 

PE  

 
It has been great to see so many pupils enjoying participating in extra-curricular PE activities this 
term, particularly rugby, netball and cross country.  
 
In netball, all year groups have played a variety of friendly matches, league fixtures and 
tournaments, we have been able to field two teams in all year groups and three teams on some 
occasions.  Netball club has been really well attended and we have enjoyed being able to 
continue throughout the term with the use of the floodlights on the courts.  It has also been 
lovely to have some great support from a large number of our upper school netballers at Key 
stage 3 Netball Club, they have been fantastic leaders and have made a real difference – well 
done.    
 
Highlights of the season so far include the year 8 A team’s performances in both the South East 
Berks tournament where they were runners up and the Bracknell Forest tournament where they 
were winners by just one goal in the final.  The year 10 A team won their Bracknell Forest 
tournament quite convincingly and two teams of year 10 students showed great commitment 
by managing to organise to get themselves to the South East Berkshire tournament at St 
George’s on the day of the gas leak, despite not being in school that day.  Year 7 have made an 
excellent start in their matches and we look forward to seeing them develop as they move up the 
school.  
 
The 6th form House competition was a success with members of the 6th form team organising it as 
a fundraising event to raise money to go towards new kit for the forthcoming 



 
 

season.  Braybrooke were the champions on this occasion and house competitions for all other 
year groups will take place next term.  The sixth form team were recently victorious against St 
George’s school and are looking forward to their league matches next term.     
 
Netball clubs and fixtures will continue throughout next term.    
  

Cross Country Newsletter Report  
Last year, due to COVID, our Cross-Country season was cancelled meaning our students could not 
compete.  This year, we have had a lot of new and familiar faces returning to our Cross-
Country Club held on a Monday evening after school.  The work ethic from the students who 
attend has been phenomenal.  Their hard work and dedication paid dividends at our first 
competition of the season at Bracknell Forest Senior School Cross-Country Relays.  Thirty 
Ranelagh students took part in the event, creating five teams, the most of any school at the 
event.  All students had a great time, performing spectacularly.  Not only did our 'A' team win the 
event, but our 'B' team came second.   Following on from our podium finishes, the 'C' team came 
6th,  the 'D' team came 11th and our final team came in 12th.  Fantastic performances from all 
our teams!  
  
Individually, there was some incredible performances but the Year 9 girls stole the show.  All Year 
9 girls had to run the first leg and at the end of the first leg, the Ranelagh teams occupied 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, 4th and 7th!  Further to this, we had four of the top ten lap times out of all the 
competitors with John Youd running the fastest leg, James Farley running the 3rd fastest leg, Abi 
Farley running the 4th fastest leg and Jack Horsted-Mapepa running the joint 8th fastest lap.  I 
have listed the top performances from the day for you to have a read through below:  
  

• Year 7 students  
o Ben Norton - 2nd Fastest Year 7 Boy  
o Jack Gregson - 4th Fastest Year 7 Boy  
o Sophie Jeffs - 4th Fastest Year 7 Girl  
o Maddie Wray - Joint 5th Fastest Year 7 Girl  

 
• Year 8 Students  

o James Farley - Fastest Year 8 Boy  
o Lily Marshall - 3rd Fastest Year 8 Girl   
 

• Year 9 Students  
o John Youd - Fastest Year 9 Boy  
o Jack Horsted-Mapepa - Joint 3rd Fastest Year 9 Boy  
o Abi Farley - Fastest Year 9 Girl  
o Abi Price - 2nd Fastest Year 9 Girl  
o Isabelle Holley - 3rd Fastest Year 9 Girl  
o Abi Jeffs - 4th Fastest Year 9 Girl  

  
Moving forward, we have the Berkshire Schools Cross-Country Championships on Saturday 
22nd January 2022.  Our runners will be looking to test themselves against the best from across 
Berkshire!  Our Cross-Country Club will be continuing on a Monday evening after Christmas so 
students are welcome to come and join us!   
   



 
 

  
  

  

 

Rugby 

It has been great to get Rugby back on the Ranelagh map. This started off with training sessions 

with over 150 pupils playing Rugby.  All year groups have played a range of friendlies and league 

matches, with Year 9 and 10 winning their respective leagues. Year 11 played their last few 

games together under the lights of Bracknell Rugby Club.  We thank Bracknell Rugby Club for 

allowing us to use their facilities which has meant we can continue our fixtures into the final 

week of term.  The 6th form are building a team to challenge for the league title next year with 

some outstanding results across their matches. Overall, it has been a fantastic year for Rugby at 

Ranelagh with great involvement from everybody at training.  

 

We are currently looking for sponsorship to purchase Rugby shirts for next year's competition.  If 

you are interested, please contact the PE department. 

 

PE Student of the week  

This term the PE department has been celebrating students who show commitment to their PE 

lessons. The PE teachers select one student a week each. Selection may be based on good 

attitude, contribution to the lesson, displays of skill or sportsmanship. Names are displayed on 



 
 

the board in the sports hall and parents are contacted to share recognition of their child’s 

achievement.  

 

Congratulations to the following students who have been nominated this term:  

 

Fleur Trainor 7W,  Seth Milambo 7V,  Krishna Gurung 8V, George Riley 10U,  Sophie Jeffs 7Y, Jack 

Gregson 7Z, Kimi O'Donoghue 9Y, Fleur Devonport 7W,  Rocco Bartlet 8U, Grace Monaghan 11U, 

Steph Bezman 11Y, Siciliy Hancox 8W, Theo Robinson 10U, Ella Brown 10U, Isabella Vassallo 7Y, 

Arnold Harrison 9U,  Livia Charlton 9U, Ella Spender 8W,  Archie Parmar 7W, Ben Hunt 7X, Anna 

Brecknock 7X, Poppy Scally 7Z, Sam Georgeson 11Z, Declan McQuilan-Woodhouse 8W, Annabel 

Mintah 7U, Emily Taylor 7X, Ryan Murray 8Z, Milly Dupuy 11Y, Maya Glover 8V, Tom Lancaster-

Cox 8Z, Rachel Goode 6D, Lexi Jenkins 9X,  Brevyn Nganga 8Y, Nicole Maple 11U, Kayleb 

Chigorimbo 7U, Oliver Curtis 8U, Alesha Ramsaran 8X, Abbie Weston 8V,  Kate Czajkowska 8W, 

Orla Butler 8U, Ewan Mackinnon 10Z, Scott Cornwell 8X,   Sam Smith 10U, Jasmine  Young 6B,  

Maddie Burn 10W, Lily Foster 10U, Nathan Hardyman 10X, Ben Cleverley 11V, Ketsia Palle 11Z, 

Abigail Jeffs 9V, Amelia Hart 7U, Maxim Filipov 8U, Freddie Hart 8V, Luisa Moir 9U, Eunice Sadiku 

8Z, Freya Gosling 8Z, Isobel Carson 6F, Malachy Anderson 7Z, Izzy Martin 8U, Mackenzie Dean 7V, 

Harry Dalton 8Y, Abenaa Offeh 10Y, Edward Conaghan 7U, Emily Moores 7Y, Mia Cornwell 10W, 

Adam Harmati 7V, Florence Taylor 10Z, Jack  Littleboy 8W, Arineth Hardman 8Z, Holly Hayes 8X, 

Matthew Quainton 6D, Eiddwen Bedford 7U, Emma Waldron 11X, Chloe Walsh 10U and Samuel 

Chapman 7W.   

 

Lost PE uniform  

As well as putting student’s initials on the outside of PE uniform please also clearly label with the 

student’s name inside.  Lost property can then be easily identified and returned to its owner. 

 

RE 

 

RE Ambassadors 

Applications this term were open for the RE Ambassador’s scheme, a regional scheme run by the 

Oxford Diocese.  This scheme trains students to speak on a religious/philosophical/ethical topic of 

their choice to students in local primary schools.  The scheme this year will be led by Miss 

Johnson alongside four Year 12 RE Ambassador leaders:  Charles Herd, Lydia Burch, Finley Bright 

and Katie Cleverly. 

 

Thirteen Year 10 & 12 students were successfully accepted onto the scheme this year: 

Trinity Holman, Rebecca Stapley, Chrystelle Wallace, Patti Mandache, Ella Davey, Theo Robinson, 

Emma Balzan, Chloe Makepeace, Amelia Hodgson, Charles Vaughan, Sophia Oqvist, Abigail Naylor 

and Joelle Zieher. 

 

Congratulations to all students leading or accepted onto the scheme.  We know that Jennett’s 

Park and Crowthorne C of E primary schools look forward to your visits! 

 

 

 



 
 

SERVICE IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

Christmas Parcels 

 

Staff and students did a wonderful job of preparing Christmas parcels.  Their generosity and 

amazing creativity was clear to see.  Parcels were prepared for the residents of Jubilee and 

Orchard Court.  The residents were overjoyed to receive them.  They have asked to send a thank 

you to all involved.  A special note of thanks to Rachel Lumley who orchestrated the collection 

and delivery. 

 

Show Racism the Red Card 

On our non-uniform day on Thursday 21st October, students and staff raised £1,600.85. 

 

Children In Need 

On our non-uniform day on 19th November, students and staff raised £1,837 for Children in Need. 

 

 

ROUTINE REMINDERS 

 

Student Absence 

If your child is displaying symptoms of COVID-19 or is unwell and unable to attend school, please 

inform the school on the first day of absence (by telephone before 9.00am – select option 1 and 

leave a message giving your child’s name, form, reason for absence and your name); please 

phone on each subsequent day of absence.  If we have not received a message or you do not give 

the reason for your child’s absence a member of the office staff will contact you.  

 

Please ensure you complete a Notification of Absence form when your child returns to school 

following illness.  

 

Whilst we encourage prompt arrival to school please also remind your child to sign in at 

reception if they miss registration.  

 

Please refer to the Attendance: School Practice Reference checklist.  

 

Further information regarding attendance can be found on the website: 

https://ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/school-information/attendance/  

 

Inclement Weather  

As January approaches, we would like to remind you of the school procedures for inclement 

weather as detailed in Appendix 2. 

 

School Closures 

In the event of any school closure due to bad weather or emergency, a message will be emailed 

to parents and carers.  Information will be broadcast on the school website 

https://ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/school-information/attendance/


 
 

www.ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk the dedicated schools’ closure page at www.bracknell-

forest.gov.uk/schoolsclosure and the following radio stations: 

 

  BBC Radio Berkshire 

  Heart FM Berkshire – 102.9FM and 97.0FM 

 

You should always assume that the school is open unless you hear to the contrary through the 

radio/school website. 

 

School opening times - Christmas holidays  

The school is closed over the Christmas holiday period from Friday 17th December 2020.  The 

school will re-open on Tuesday 4th January 2021. 

 

Governors 

Please see the attached letter from the Chair of Governors, Mrs Louise Hodkinson (Appendix 3).  

 

 

STAFFING 

 

As is customary at the end of term we say goodbye to staff who are retiring or moving on to 

pastures new. We would like to thank the following colleagues for all that they have contributed 

in the classroom and beyond.  We wish them well as they leave us; Isaac Robinson, Technician 

Design & Technology, Ruben Sacristan-Martin, Curriculum Leader for Computer Science and 

Natasha Williams, Teacher of Biology, Tim Harding, Curriculum Leader for Chemistry and Jodian 

Bartley, Teacher of Food Preparation & Nutrition. 

 

New Staff 

 

At the start of the Spring term, we welcom Mr Duggie Galbraith, Head of Chemistry,  

Mr Lee Jeffers, Technician Design & Technology, Ms Saneha Qaisor, Teacher of Chemistry and Dr 

Dominic Wong, Teacher of Computer Science. 

 

We wish them every success as they settle into the Ranelagh family. 

 

JOB OPPORTUNTIES 

 

Exam Invigilator 

Reliable, organised and conscientious people required to join our team to invigilate examinations 

throughout the year (the main examination period is May and June). Morning and afternoon 

sessions are available. 

 

To apply, please send an email to recruitment@bonitas.org.uk to request an application form. 

 

http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schoolsclosure
http://www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/schoolsclosure
mailto:recruitment@bonitas.org.uk


 
 

Ranelagh School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young 

people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. An enhanced DBS 

disclosure and pre-employment medical checks are required for all posts. 

 

SUPPORT FOR THE SCHOOL 

 

PTA – Please find the PTA Newsletter and information sheet (Appendix 4). 

 

Friends of Ranelagh – News and updates (Appendix 5). 

 
Ranelagh Prayer Group meetings 
For the foreseeable future these will be held via Zoom (details will be confirmed via parent/staff 
email): 
 
Monday 11th January 2021 at 7.30pm 
Monday 1st March 2021 at 7.30pm 
Monday 26th April 2021 at 7.30pm 
Monday 14th June 2021 at 7.30pm 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Tuesday 4 January 2022 Start of Spring Term 

 

Monday 10 January       Year 13 Mock Examinations (Wk 1) 

Year 12 Food Science & Nutrition Unit 1 Practical Menu 

Wednesday 12 January Year 9 GCSE Options Information Evening 6.30pm 

Monday 17 January Year 13 Mock Examinations (Wk 2) 

Wednesday 19 January Dance Show 6.30pm TBC 

Tuesday 25 January Year 7 RE Mosque visit 

Wednesday 26 January Year 7 RE Mosque visit 

Year 9 Parent/Carer Consultation Evening (online) 

Thursday 27 January  Year 7 RE Mosque visit 

Tuesday 1 February Year 10 Geography trip to Bracknell 

Year 7 Parent/Carer Consultation Evening (online) 

Wednesday 2 February Ash Wednesday 

Holy Communion Holy Trinity Church 8.45am 

Thursday 3 February Year 12 visit to Royal Holloway 

Tuesday 8 February Ranelagh Musician of the Year grand final 7pm 

Thursday 10 February Year 12 visit to Brasenose College, Oxford 

Monday 14 – Friday 18 Half Term 

Wednesday 23 February Year 8 Parent/Carer Consultation Evening (online) 

Tuesday 8 March Year 9 Geography/Science visit to the Natural History 

Museum 

Wednesday 9 March Year 9 Geography/Science visit to the Natural History 

Museum 

Monday 14 March Lent Projects Wk 1 



 
 

Wednesday 16 March Year 12 Parent-Carer Consultation Evening (online) 

Thursday 17 March Bronze DofE practice expedition to Swinley Forest (Year 

10) 

Monday 21 March Year 10 Examinations (1) 

Monday 28 March Year 10 Examinations (2) 

Thursday 31 March Year 12 and 13 Art visit to Cornwall 

Friday 1 April End of Term 

Saturday 2 April CHECK Year 12 and 13 Art visit to Cornwall returns 

Monday 4 – Friday 15 Easter Holidays 

Monday 18 April  Bank Holiday  

Tuesday 19 April Start of Summer Term / Summer Uniform 

 

And finally… 
I would like to wish you all a lovely Christmas holiday.  I hope you all have a relaxing time over the 
coming couple of weeks and that you are able to catch up with family and friends.  I look forward 
to seeing you in the New Year. 

 

Yours sincerely 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Mr T Griffith 

Headteacher 
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December 2021 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian 
 
Ranelagh School Uniform at Billings & Edmonds 
 
I am delighted to inform you that Billings & Edmonds has been appointed as the Uniform 
Outfitter to Ranelagh School with effect from Monday 10th January 2022. Our Company was 
established in 1896 and we are the outfitter to over 45 Schools. 
 
Billings & Edmonds will be stocking the day uniform and sportswear at our Eton store. This 
store is located at 132 High Street, Eton, SL4 6AR (telephone number is 01753 861348) and is 
open 6 days a week (Monday to Friday 9am to 5.30pm and Saturday 9am to 5pm) with a pay 
and display parking in the vicinity of the store. 
 
All items of uniform and sportswear may also be purchased on-line at 
www.billingsandedmonds.co.uk. Our website has dedicated pages to your School and contains 
every item of uniform and sportswear that your child will require, details of which items are 
worn by which year groups and detailed size guidance. 
 
Garments may be returned for refund or exchange for up to 6 months from the purchase date 
(please refer to our website for terms and conditions)  
 
To purchase and view the uniform on our website you first must register and then select 
Ranelagh School from the “My Account” section 
 
We very much look forward to being of service to you. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
R M Kumar 
Managing Director 

http://www.billingsandedmonds.co.uk/


 

 
 
 
 
 

December 2021 
 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER 
 
 

Here is a reminder of the protocol followed during adverse weather conditions. 
 
The school will stay open whenever possible. 
 
1. Students - there must be no snowballing/sliding on site – these activities are dangerous on a 

confined site like ours. 
 
2. Make sure students have warm, waterproof clothing.  If they wear boots to school, they 

must have shoes to change into.  Outdoor clothing can be worn in the playground but not 
inside the buildings. 

 
3. Parents, Carers and Sixth Form, please do not drive onto site unless you have a permit.  

Compacted snow is a hazard. 
 
In the event of severe conditions and closure: 
 
1. A notice will be posted on the school website as soon as possible/ and an email will be sent 

to parents/carers. 
 
2. Local radio (BBC Radio Berkshire/Heart FM Berkshire) will be informed by 7.00am. 
 
3. Please use this information and avoid telephone contact with school unless there is an 

emergency. 
 
4. The school office will be manned, where possible, by senior staff/office staff. 
 
5. If school is closed, it is highly likely that other local schools and nurseries would also be 

closed, resulting in childcare issues for a number of staff.  Therefore, work would be set on 
MS Teams as per the normal timetable but staff may not be able to be present at those 
times.   

 
 
 

Mr T Griffith 
Headteacher  
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December 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers      

At prizegiving, Major Kezia Jukes, a former Ranelagh student, spoke about how she achieved her 

dream of cycling round the world.  I’ve just returned from watching the 13th European TeamGym 

Championship in Portugal where I witnessed young men and women achieving their dreams. It 

was a history-making event for Great Britain as the GBR teams won 5 medals, including their first 

ever medals in the senior competition. These young gymnasts showed amazing resilience and 

determination to maintain their fitness and skill levels during the past 18 months of disrupted 

training, to cope with injury and pain, and to excel amongst their peers from across Europe. For 

those competing it will have created lifelong memories of the tension, the joy, the heartbreaks 

and the successes, yet most of you reading this will probably never even have heard of 

TeamGym. Over the past 18 months or so, Ranelagh’s students have shown resilience and 

determination to keep up their education despite the many difficulties and disruptions. At 

prizegiving and the recent concerts we were fortunate to be able to share in the successes of 

some of our students, but I’m sure there will be others, like these gymnasts, who are quietly 

pursuing their dreams unbeknownst to most of us. I hope all of those students take pride in their 

successes, knowing they are just as important. 

As we finish another year of the strange ‘new normal’, it has been wonderful to enjoy some of 

the usual activities of the Autumn term. Coming back together for these events has reminded me 

of what a special and unique place Ranelagh is and how extraordinary the Ranelagh family is. 

How amazing are our parents, from their financial generosity and giving of time to help with 

Covid testing that saved the school a big bill to the little things like stacking chairs after events. 

How amazing is our PTA which has managed to raise a fabulous sum and keep up community 

spirit in enterprising ways over the last year. How amazing are the other parent-led groups such 

as the Friends and the prayer group which have continued to support the school. How amazing 

are our staff who have continued to provide a great education, keep the school running and look 

after our students’ well-being through very challenging times. How amazing are our school 

leaders who have kept their sights set on the future whilst managing the ever changing now. How 

amazing are our students who have coped with extended lessons, bubbles, cancelled exams and 

a constant succession of changes to their education.  

 

Cont.  
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Advent should be a time of reflection and expectation, but all too frequently it becomes a rush to 

prepare for Christmas Day. Christmas comes with a fanfare of carols, presents and feasting, but 

when God came to earth He did so quietly and humbly. For most of us Christmas Day is a time of 

happiness and sharing, but for others it is a time of loneliness and hardship. God sees those who 

are alone, grieving, struggling and worn out. He offers solidarity, having been born into poverty, 

journeyed as a refugee, spent time with the condemned and died with criminals. All too quickly 

Christmas is over, but Christmas is just the beginning as the coming of Christ, the reason for the 

celebration, remains as a grace we get to experience over and over. Christ’s birth offers comfort, 

hope and love in abundance. Whether we are believers or not, we can proclaim the Christmas 

message of peace on earth. Peace, which is not simply about the absence of war, but about a 

more just society where we live in harmony with one another and the world around us. 

I wish you all a peaceful and happy Christmas and hope that 2022 will be filled with joy and the 

chance to pursue your dreams. 

Best wishes 

 
Louise Hodkinson 

Chair of Governors 

 



Ranelagh School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 

 END OF TERM UPDATE 

December 2021 

 
Dear Parents, carers & staff, 

 

As we approach Christmas I would firstly like to publicly thank all our PTA volunteers who have 

worked so hard to raise a fantastic amount of money through both virtual and in-person activities 

already this year. What a fantastic team!  

 

Now, an update on what we have been doing and what is next….. 

 

FUNDRAISING UPDATE 

 
The PTA have committed to trying to raise over £15,500 this year to fund: 
 

- Youth counselling for the year, at a cost of £4,500 
- New bike storage racks, at a cost of £4,000 
- The lease of a new school minibus, at a cost of £7,000 for the year 
- Further curriculum / pastoral bids throughout the year as they come in. 

 
So far, in this first term, we have managed to raise just over £6000, which is a great start! 
 
A huge THANK YOU to each and every one of you who has supported our fundraising events / 
initiatives that have helped us raise this amount. 
 

THIS TERM’S ACTIVITIES 

 
We started off this term by providing a buffet for the year 7 parents at their information evening 
in October. It was lovely to meet so many new parents at that event! 
 
From the end of October until the end of December, we have been 
running a virtual winter market through our PTA Facebook pages. Thank 
you to all of the local sellers who signed up to support that initiative, and 
to all those who supported the sellers by making purchases. That market 
raised £170 for our school. 
 

We ran a Bag2School second hand clothing collection 
in October, which raised another £208.10 for our school. Thanks for all your 
donations! 
 
We then had our in-person Christmas fair at the end of November, which 
despite being scaled-down had a lovely festive feel and raised a little over 
£2000. 
 

 



Ranelagh School Parent Teacher Association (PTA)  

 END OF TERM UPDATE 

December 2021 

 
More recently we have run our Christmas hamper raffle – all online again this year, which raised a 
brilliant £1900. Huge congratulations to the 25 hamper winners. It was lovely to see prizes going to 
new Ranelagh parents, parents with children in older years, staff, and two regular PTA volunteers. 
 
Throughout the term we have also continued to support families and raise funds through selling 

good quality second-hand school uniform. For Second Hand Uniform queries, please email our 

PTA SHU team directly - secondhanduniform@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk   

 

PLANS FOR NEXT YEAR 

 
We are having to be quite fluid with our planning at the moment due to the increasing cases of 
COVID again, so we don’t as yet have many firm plans for the new year but we are exploring the 
ideas of wine tasting and chocolate tasting as well as some of our more traditional events. Watch 

this space for more details! 
 
One thing we have firmed up is our next Bag2School collection, which will be on 
Friday 25th February (the week after half term). Please start saving your second 
hand clothes, shoes, and bags for us! 
  

GET IN TOUCH 

 

If you would like to know more about anything in this 

update, what the PTA do or how you can support us, 

email PTA@Ranelagh.Bonitas.org.uk.  

 

You can also keep in touch with us through Facebook 

- ranelaghschoolpta and the PTA pages on the school 

website.  

 

 

 

Wishing you all a very happy and 

healthy Christmas, 

 

From Ranelagh PTA 

GET IN TOUCH 

 

mailto:secondhanduniform@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk
mailto:PTA@Ranelagh.Bonitas.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/ranelaghschoolpta/
https://www.ranelagh.bracknell-forest.sch.uk/associations/parent-teacher-association/


 
 
 
 

December 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I write to you as we see a resurgence of the COVID-19 pandemic in the form of the Omicron 

variant.  This is worrying for us all but also from the perspective of students and staff.  This 

underscores the need for measures to protect members of our school community; the Friends 

have played their part by using funds generously donated by parents to help fund anti-COVID 

measures around the school.  We have also helped with the costs of other improvements around 

the Dining Hall to enhance its use.   

At our last Friends’ meeting, we discussed exciting proposals to further upgrade the school’s IT 

offering so that obsolete equipment can be replaced with new kit to enhance students’ learning.  

Further details will be provided about this, in due course, so do watch out for updates. 

We can only do this through the generosity of parents so thank you to those of you, who do 

donate.  If you do not already give to the Friends, can I urge you to do so; we can only help the 

school if parents donate.   

It is worth remembering that a major benefit of donating through the Friends is that we are able 

to reclaim Gift Aid; this means we get and extra 25p for every £1 donated so there is a real 

benefit in giving this way.   

If you want to know more, do get in touch – e-mail fordonations@ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk, visit 

the Friends page on the school website: https://ranelagh.bonitas.org.uk/associations/friends-of-

ranelagh/ or contact me. 

May I conclude by wishing you and your loved ones a happy, healthy and safe Christmas and New 

Year.         

Yours ever 

 
Robert McLean 

Chairman 

Friends of Ranelagh 

e: robbiemcl@hotmail.com 
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